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A rw months paſſed without any cir- 
cumſtance occurring to leſſen the happi- 
neſs of the family. Sir Thomas Manſel 
was an old friend of lord Harrington, 
and was come from his houſe 1 in Kent 
to viſit him. Sir Thomas was an admiral, 
had ſeen a good deal of lite, and was an 
_ agreeable companion; they were of 
courſe extremely happy in ſeeing each 
other; for if we meet the friends « of our 
early days when we are advanced in life, 
it gives a double pleaſure, as many are 
| fallen from us. They converſed upon 
vol: 11. 5 their 
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their boyiſh days, the news, maritime 


affairs, and politics; and thence Sir 


Thomas deſcended to witches; he la- 
mented: that their numbers daily in 
creaſed ; that ſeveral hundreds had 1 a 
condemned and executed in Scotland, 
Wales, and different parts of England; 
that it was- a- growing evil, and it was 


almoſt impoſſible to put a ſtop to it, for 


| 8 was 9 1 aaa whom they had. 


_— 
1 „ 1; 82 l 


be Surely, my "ey fir, you are not 


= ſerious in what you fay,” obſerved 


Jady Harrington. She then told him 
the ſtory of her witch upon the com- 


1 mon, and the reſult of their inquiries 
3 = concerning ber. ed we a 5 51105 


Sir Thomas ſaid, ERS EA Drove: ſo i in 


that 1 he wiſhed PR one 
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| MAID or HONOUR. 1 
tremely glad to find his friend's family 
had eſcaped their baleful influence. 
<< But what poſſible pleaſure can it be, 
ce fir Thomas, ſaid lady Harrington, 
c for the human ſpecies to torment? 
«Tf a frightful old woman has the power 
« of hurting others, I ſhould ſuppoſe 
< likewiſe, that ſhe has the power of 
<« ſerving herſelf. Why - ſhould ſhe 
then, my dear fir, live in dirt, rags, 
< and miſery ?”'— As to defining,” 
1aid ſir Thomas, what can, or what 
cannot be done, that is out of my 
E power; but it certainly is ſo, or ſuch 

e numbers would not have been exe- 
te cuted; and it would be highly im- 
tc proper to blame their judges; for 
ct they muſt have had real and full proof 
« of their guilt before they condemned 
< them, And I ſuppoſe, he added, 
4 your ladyſhip has heard of the ſhock- 
ing e which happened at my lord 

1 2 « of 
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« of Rutland's. No, ie had not 
heard any thing of it. Then, madam, 


ee the caſe was this: an old woman who 


te had lived many years in the family had 


e done ſomething wrong; and being 


<c ſeverely chid by lady Rutland, her 
e malice was carried to ſuch a height, 


e that ſhe made a compact with the 


-« devil, and by means of a familiar 
rin the form of a brinded cat, (which 
e ſhe called Rutterkin,) ſhe was the 
_«« death of three innocent children, who 
s pined away without any apparent ma- 
* lady.—And I can aſſure your ladyſhip 
that it was nearly the death of * 
. e alſo.” 1 


of fir Thomas 


This * 


Manſel's hurt lady Harrington ex- 
tremely: her mind had been quieted 
vith regard to witches; and it was happy 


in being aſſured that there were no ſuch 


— 
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beings in exiſtence. — But fir Thomas 
was an old man, a grave man, and had 
ever been conſidered as a man of ho- 
nour. — W hat then was ſhe to conclude ? 
— That he had been miſinformed, per- 
haps, But would fir Thomas Manſel 
relate circumſtances as matter of fact, 

if he had not b-en perfectly aſſured of 
their truth? — No; ſhe could not 
think ſo meanly of fir Thomas Manſel; 
the muſt have been miſtaken herſelf; 
but it was a miſtake ſo hurtful to her 
feelings, ſo prejudicial to ſociety, that 
he flattered herſelf the deciſions of her 
own mind were right, They certainly 
were more charitable ; in fhort, at laſt 
her ſenſes were abſolutely in * wander« 
„ing mazes loſt.” — She might live 
to be very old; her faculties might be 
weakened; and her memory ſo impaired, 
that ſhe might ſay and do many ridicul- 
ous things.—In ſhort, ſhe * herſelf 

| 1 be 
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be taken for a witch twenty years hence 


(the odds were twenty to one that ſhe 


did not ſee eighty; but at the moment 


calculations of that ſort eſcaped her en- 


tirely, and the poſſibility of it gave her 


5 great relief. 
that their brothe rs were returned from 
lord Haſtings s, and that they were all 


extreme pain).— She fat with her head 


upon her hand, looking out at a window, 
with all her faculties ſuſpended; ſo that 


the __ did not think at all, 


The entrance of bs danghtcly proved 
They informed her, 


invited to a maſque and ball the follow- 


ing weck. — This brought on an hour's 
conſultation upon that important ſubject, 
dreſs; and a ſummons was ſent to Mrs. 
Bridget to attend her ladies in the ward - 
robe. Lady Harrington accompanied 


them, as ſhe was much more ſolicitous 


W their appearance than her own, 
5 Dear | 


» 
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© Dear me,” ſaid Bridget, taking out 
a nice ſuit of point, © the country is all 
« in an uproar. As ſure as can be, we 
ce ſhall' all have a hundred . misfortunes 
ce that nobody would have thõught on; 
„for the witches are at work all over 
« the world, and neither man nor beaſt 
« can reſt in quitt for them. How' 
e can you be fo uncharitable ?” ſaid lady 
Harrington. « You” muſt be convinced 
*-that Goody Gaps is no witch; and I 
ce hope there is no perſon ſo poor and 
ſo neglected in this neighbourhood as 
lie was,” No, my lady, replied 
Bridget, © there isn't; but the witch at 
the white houſe is a witch in grain. 
«-]. have inquired after her; indeed, 
ee your lady ſnip, ſne has lived there time 


out of mind, and has not grown one 


day older; never in her life aſked 
charity ;.— always plenty of money in 
her pocket; — cures ſick folks, be 
1 . te they 
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« they never ſo bad, — and is a true and 
te real witch. I am ſure, ladies, you're- 
« member the cruel ague which I had 
« laſt ſpring, that ſhook me limb from 
« limb. ' Now, one day, when the fit 
* was off, I was taking a walk in the 
park for a little air. Well, who ſhould 
0 meet but Jenny Hawthorn, with a 
« baſket of eggs and other things from 
her father's farm, which Mrs. Vincent 

ee had ordered. Oh dear Mrs. Bridget, 
* (faid ſhe) how poorly. you look, quite 
« ſhocking I declare! (for ſhe is rather 
iC an ill- natured thing) you have loft 
« your colour (faid ſhe) that uſed to be 
as freſh as a daiſy, and-walk as if you- 
« could not ſet one foot afore t'other.— 
« T have got the ague (ſaid I), and our 
« houſekeeper can't cure me. Why, 
+ then, (ſays Jenny) don't you go to the 
« wiſe woman, for ſhe can cure every 
M _ 21 am ſo weak (ſays I,) that 

8 3 * 
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0 could not walk ſo far. Well (ſays 
« ſhe), when I have left my things with; 
% Mrs. Vincent, I will go home that 
ce way, and get you ſomething that ſhall 
© do you good: - And ſo we parted. The 
te next day Jenny brought me ſomething 
« which ſhe tied about my neck, ſome- 
«thing about my wriſt, and ſomething 
„very naſty to take, which 1 thought 
ec would have poiſoned me; but in four 
© days I was as well as ever, and my 
ce colour came again as freſh as a roſe, . 
cc. * as well as it is now.“ 


5 e think,“ fold: lady Harrington, 
« the feuillemort gown ; wall do for 
„ me at lord Haſtings's.”—< It. is 
4 certainly very handſome,” ſaid · miſe 
Harrington; * but. as the colour is ſo - 
- very grave, you muſt. put on all your 
de je wels, for they always ſhew to advan- 
. tage upon thoſe Kinds of colours.” — 
B 5 j cc BU 
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b But as 1 was ſay ing,“ interrupted ; 
Bridget, my colour came again as freſh 
« as a roſe; and ſeeing Jenny a little 
« yhile after, The wiſe woman has cured 
e me (ſays I), and I am ſure I am 
« obliged to her. What am I to pay ? 
te Nothing (ſaid Jenny), for ſhe never 
< takes W of any body. — Why, ſhe 
ct is a poor body (ſays I), isn't ſhe ? — 
e Yes (ſays eee Then how does 
dhe live? (ſaid I) Does. ſhe ſpin, or 
= 4 go a haymaking No (ſaid Jenny). 
» Then how, in the name of good luck, 
_ « does ſhe live? — She has every thing 
t from our houſe ; I don't know but ſhe 
© may be a relation of my mother's, 
though the never called me couſin 
t yet. But they were very fond of each 
other; and I dare ſay ſhe paid well 
d when my mother was alive; and 1 
e _ «know ſhe pays my father well now; 
| 1 bor 1 often carry her things, and bring 
e eee qa 
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| e back the! money when it comes to 
gold; for ſhe don't like to ſtand 
ee haggling about farthings. He is al- 
e ways: paid well, I can aſſure you; and 
cc my mother uſed to buy all her clothes, 
<« for ſhe ſeldom goes out of her garden, 
ce except by moonlight; and my mother 
« uſed to go with her night after night, 
e and I have gone often; but nobody 
« goes near her except our family, for 
« ſhe can't abide company. She lives 
« in a houſe of my father's, and has done 
« it” up ſo nice you can't think; and, 
« Mrs, Bridget, ſome Sunday I will 
« ſhew it you; but ſhe will go into the 
cc garden while you are there; for, as I ' 
« ſaid, ſhe can't bear ſtrange folks. 
ec But where, in the name of fortune, 
« can ſhe get all the money you * 
« of? — I don't know (ſaid ] enny), * 
te ſhe was here before I was born. — But 
ce where did ſhe come from ? I can't 
| tell 


* 


we 


ET a 


| 
| 
| 
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« tell (ſaid Jenny). — And what 41e 
< ſhe do (ſaid I), for I was reſolved to 
ce have it all out of her. Why ſhe looks 


ce after her flowers (faid Jenny), and ſits 
© and reads; for ſhe has a vaſt ſight of 
te books; and I believe a man comes 
te eyery year from, a great way off, 
te loaded with books, and ſuch like.— 


e Now ladies, if this is not a Wes 51 
* don t know what + 1 4 


18 
ESP 


Did you ever RO ON her ating: any 

« miſchief ?” faid lady Harrington. © No, 
« my lady, not to farmer Hawthorn's 
« family; and ſo I ſuſpect that they are 
« witches too l am ſure I have cauſe 
4 enough to think them ſo.— Serjeant 
ce « Alexander Ramſay married one of the 
Zirl, did he not?” ſaid Matilda. 
ell,” faid lady Harrington, te the 

tr * feuillemort gown, and all my jewels for 


ic lord 2 8 ball; that important 
1 x ce affair 


E 


J 


Mal OF HONOUR. 13 


« affair is finally ſettled ; now for the 
te drawing-room,. for I-have heard the 
2 1 mann ſome time. 


BITS) a ed firſt appearance 
ſhowed: that he was not well. He did 
not ſpeak, but looked extremely grave; 
and as he was naturally a cheerful man, 
lady Harrington was concerned; but, 
ſreing him eat, ſne forbore taking notice 
of it; for the good lady had · never learned 
the unhappy art of tormenting by an 
impertinent kind of attention to her 
huſband (with « now do have a little 
ce bit of this or taſte that. you have 
e no appetite to- day — I am afraid you 

ec are not well, does your head ach? 
tc are the ſpaſms coming on in your 
« ftomach,—or is your right foot un- 
« eaſy I remember laſt year, the day 
ee before you had that ſevere fit of the 
2 11 88 you could not touch a morſel of 
ec the 


„ 
. 


quick he dd, « Tio 
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4 the fineſt haunch of doe veniſon that 
* ever was ſeen.—1 hope it is not com- 
ee ing on now. 


Thomas, do take care 
« that the great ſhoe is well aired this 
er evening. — it would be a great pity, 
« indeed, not to have every thing in 
ec order,” The lady's knife and fork 
laid down during this harangue; and 


thoſe ſitting at the table, and thoſe ſtand- 
ing behind them, ſtaring at the miſerable 


man, whoſe: illneſs might probably be 


memal, and who for that reaſan was 
i os o en __ ee 


Nekther cc ndy krhgten ec her 


ber apparently not well without feeling 


ſeverely; but whatever was the cauſe of 
his being out of ſpirits, ſe took no notice 


. of it. When the ſervants were With 


drawn and my lord had drunk a few 
glaſſes of wine; which he tobk pretty 
ve been tired be- 

nd 


4 
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1 yond meaſure to-day, and plagued out 
«-of my life about witches; for J have 
ce been told by Juſtice Wood, that the 
« old woman in the White Cottage is 


ce abſolutely a witch; but as ſhe lives 


« upon my manor he does not like to 
te take notice of her, though he has 
ce complaints laid againſt her every day. 
&« I have promiſed to make inquiries 


cc concerning her, and intend doing ſo 
6e as ſoon: as poſſible; for the lower 
« orders of people are quite in a fer- 


«© ment about it. — He ſays too, that 
« farmer Hawthorn and his family are 
« quite as bad as ſhe is; and I am ſorry 


c thoſe. induſtrious people ſhould be 


« implicated ; for his farm is ſmall, 
e and by no means a good one, and yet 
ec he has brought up his family remarks - 
« ably well; there are a great many of 
te them, and they are the beſt behaved 

People in the neighbourhood,” — 
Fo cc ' Your a 
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e 22 lordſhip cannot,” ſaid tlie cap» 
do any thing to-day; for, re- 
« a. ür you proguind to ſee my 


* troop out this evening. True,“ 
returned my lord; “ I ſhall therefore 


N Gone: wy ons: till to-morrow.” 
The nden 1 thele: 8 to 
ride to Coventry- heath. Now, ſaid 
Matilda, © I ſhould like to take a walk. 
«to the White Cottage, merely to ſee 
ee hat ſort of a place it is. I have 
tion,” ſaid lady Harrington; 


> 


ce that I' want to ſpeak-with her in the 


1 morning; for J muſt ſee that girl, 


« and inquire what ſhe knows con- 
« cerning the old woman in a the "FORE. 


er 


They walked vat and, when PORE 


_ the 8 met a labouring man, 
and 


. 
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and inquired the neareſt way to the 
White Cottage. —*© The neareſt and 
0 pleaſanteſt,” ſeplied the man, © is to 
cc follow the path over that ſtyle, and 
« then you may get on the brow of the 
ce hill over againft it.—But if you want 
to go to the houſe, keep, along the 
« road; for if you go upon the brow of 
e the hill, as I faid before, there will be a 
te hedge and a ditch between you ; but 
ce "tis a pleaſant place to look at on the 
« outſide. ie SO we have heard, faid 
lady Harrington; ce and for that W 
ec we wiſh to have a view of it. But who 
ce lives there?“ “ A witch, they fay,” 

returned the man; © they ſay too, that 
«ſhe has done a maſs of miſchief; but as 
«the never did any to me, I have no 
« cauſe to think ill of her.. Did you 
ever ſee her?” inquired lady Harring- 
ton. — “ Why, yes, I have; and ſhe is 
« the vglicſt old creature I ever did.ſee ;. 
| 50 © for 
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e for ſhe has looked more nnn | 


er dred years old theſe- fifteen years, and 
yet" ſhe: ſeems; briſk- enough too; for 


* have ſeen her trotting. about her 


garden like a woman of fifty. — | 
gathered her apples laſt year, and ſhe 
ec carried in the half-buſhel baſkets as if 
© they were nothing; and yet to look 
& at her viſage, you'd think te came 


Lene eee N 1 2 eie e 


„ 
* 
a 


155 
it 


e r axvobſiged rk westen · 


thing. We wille go over the f 
& and upon the brow of the hill, to ſee 


it to advantage: hey ſoon reached: | 


the hill field; and as they were entering it 


by the ſtyle two ſpaniels, which were 


favourites, overtook them. * We muſt 
keep theſe dogs in, ſaid the lady, 


4 or they vil do miſchief to the young 
5 6. ra ' Your father does not like 


7 3 | „ that: 
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t that they ſhould range about, as they 
diſturb the patridges. The ſetters will 
* have no chance, and the ſport will be 
« deſtroyed.” 


It was one of thoſe fine evenings juſt 
between ſummer and autumn; the air 
was extremely warm; not a breath of 
wind ſtirring, and the graſs-fields had 
recovered their yerdure ſince the bay 
had been carried off; the corn fields 
were in full ear, and the grain in the 
milk, as the farmers expreſs it. The 
ſun was almoſt ſetting, the full-orbed 
moon riſing, and the different lights ſo 
beautifully diſpoſed, that to a painter's 
eye, it was one of the fineſt ſcenes in 
nature. | 

The bil was partially” covered with. 
foreſt trees of a very old growth, oak, 
aſh, beech, and ſycamore; no injurious 

AXE 
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axe had ever cropped their flowing 
honours ; but they were ſpread in full 
beauty as nature directed. Tufts of 
| broom grew in patches upon the top and 

ſides of the hill; and at the botcom, 
next the road, was a low quickſet hedge, 
and a little ſtream of water. On the. 
other fide of the road, was the White 
Cottage. There was allo a very large 
alh, which had many years loſt its head 
by ſome tremendous Norm, on which. 

account the branches. had ſpread. much 

wider from the lower part of the tree; 
its roots came out of the earth in many, 
a. fantaſtic. winding upon the ſides of the 
hill; and mouſe- ears, hare-bells, and* 
other wild flowers, grew We _ 
the * Dug 


%. Ws > 4 + 


- 15 F hat. is the cottage,“ ſaid Matilda. 
4 for ſee the re F as the gar» 


<.dener deſcribed.” — How neat and 
« pretty l. 


b 
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ce pretty,” ſaid Elizabeth; ſure nothing 
ce ill can inhabit ſuch a place,” The 
* contemplation of it,” ſaid lady Har- 
rington, gives me extreme pleaſure.” 

Then ſitting down upon the roots of the 
aſh, “ the weather is ſo warm, and 
te this ſcene ſo delightful, that I muſt 
ce enjoy it for half an hour.“ Per- 
« haps,” ſaid Matilda, * that cottage 
« contains a very happy being. She, 
te in all probability, enjoys herſelf her 
on way without interruption ; and 
« if ſhe has a competence, ſhe muſt 
te ſurely be eaſy in her ſolitude.” | 


Eu. Fi ſhould rather 8 my dear 
" Matilda, ſaid lady Harrington, “ that 
ce this little retreat contains ſome woman 
who, having been ill uſed by the 
« world, has retired to peace, if not 
ce happineſs. A little will pracure the 
«6 neceſſaries of life, and even the com- 
; 40 forts, 


— 2 


| 


— $93, Maa — r 
. 


22 THE WITCH, AND THE 


er forts, for a ſingle ſolitary: being like 
ec her. She may have been per- 
ce Sued: by her enemies, or forſaken 
i ber friends. Perhaps the loſs.of 
et amiable children has made her weary 
* of the world, or profligate ones may 


cc have been the cauſe of her retreating; 5 


« for there are people in the world who 
ec will endeavour to loſe Care in a buſtle, 
« while others will boldly encounter 
te him by themſelves.” —* Surely,” ſaid 
Miſs Harrington, * the ſolitary muſt 


de have the ſtrongeſt and beſt formed 


« mind,” —< Undoubtedly,” ſaid her 
mother; * if our reflections can ſooth, 
« eaſe, and acquit us to ourſelves, we 
« have no reaſon for being unhappy.— 
« But,” faid. Matilda, * if people do 
« things that are not right, do you think, 
« madam, they can be happy?“ — 


4 Certainly not,” ſaid lady Harring- 


5 5 
ES A 


The 
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The ſpaniels had been forgotten, 
and they were ranging over the hill, 

bruſhing through the broom, and hunt- 
ing the ditches, when one of them 
opened. Come here, Ranger; come 
4 here, Flora; ſaid Matilda. But they 
ſtill continued the cry, when Matilda, 
jumping vp, followed the opening of the 
dogs to a tuft of broom. The moment 
ſhe came up to them, they ruſhed into 
the midſt of it, and an enormouſly large 
cat flew out, leaped over the hedge and 
tivulet, ran to the cottage, and jumped 
over the pales into the garden; the 
ſpaniels purſued and got into the gar- 
den alſo; two cats came out of the cot- 
tage to aſſiſt their companion, and the 
dogs could not leap the pales back 
again, the earth being lower on the in- 


ide, and the ſpaniels cried moſt pitiful- 


1y. Matilda, in a fright, croſſed the 
rivulet, and 'ran to the cottage, -when 
= | | ſhe 
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The ſaw a woman coming out of an ar- 
bour at the end of the garden, who ſaid, 
« Young lady, if my cats have injured 
* your ſpaniels, I. am ſorry for it; 1 
< wiſh to keep them within my premiſes, 
te hut they will ramble after the birds.” 
= Indeed,” anſwered Matilda, the 
e dogs were in the wrong, and I have 
« taken the liberty of entering your 
« garden to bring them back.” She 
was now very near the woman, and found 
her face frightful on account of the bad- 
neſs of her complexion ;; but ſhe walked 
ſtrong and erect; her eyes ſeemed to be 
good and lively, her teeth ſound, and 
Her hair was entirely hidden by her dreſs. 
<c.T have fatigued myſelf,” ſaid Matilda; 
. will you have the goodneſs to give me 
«2 little water?“ The old woman went 
into the houſe, and brought out a horn 
full, which Matilda drank and then 


* her a good evening. 11 
Ur 


— 
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Lady and Miſe. Harrington were 
in great - agitation concerning Ma- 
tilda; 3 as the did not go into the 
houſe, they kept their eyes upon her, 
and went cloſe to the hedge to meet 
her; but finding they could not get to 
her, nor Matilda to them, ſhe reſolved 
to walk round to the ſtyle to meet 


As Matilda walked on, ſhe met a 
girl about thirteen years of age, with a 
baſketwwrapt-up with great care. What 
<« have you got there, my good girl? 
* A hot roaſt chicken. And who 
< is it for a“ The old woman in the 
« White Houſe,” ſaidthegirl; my ſiſter 
<. Jenny has cook d it nicely for her ſup- 
< per.” — And what is her name?” aſk. 
ed Matilda. My mother's friend,” re- 
pliedthegirl. <What, my goodchild?” de- 
IEG Matilda. be My mother” s friend,” 

voL. u. c faid 
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ſaid the girl as loud as ſhe could bawl; 
« for I never heard any other name that 5 

45 the had, and I have known her ever 
« ſince I was a little thing not ſo high. 
tc. My father's name is farmer Haw- 
«thorn, and I have got a great many 
< brothers and fiſters . Jou are a 
* good girl, I dare ſay,” replied Ma. 
tilda, giving her ſomething; make 
28 haſte, or expe FER will 1 * * 


Indy and Miſs en met Ma- 
tilda at the ſtyle. © Well,” ſaid: Eli- 
zabeth, you, have ſeen the witch; 
4e and pray what kind of perſonage i is 
« ſhe ? Why, her complexion is ſo 
” «* ſhocking, that the certainly (as the 
old man faid), looks as if ſhe came 
s out of the tombs. I wanted to get 
into the houſe; but it being a viſit 
of chance, or rather an intruſion, I 
S wn not invite WIE in, Her 
2 FT 5 el 
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« dreſs was ſomething like a nun's; 
« the petticoat was of light brown ſtuff, 
“ and a kind of white open gown over 
ce jt, which came down to the wriſts, 
ce and tied about the waiſt with a brown | 
t ribband ; a round-ear'd cap cloſe to 
te her abominably ugly face, and a plain 
ce brown ribband upon that. Her ad- 
ce dreſs was not at all like that of the 
« lower order of people, and ſhe had 

&* ſomething dignified about her,” — | 
| © Then,” faid Elizabeth, «ſhe may be 5 
<« ſome nun run away from a convent; 
| © I have heard ſtrange ſtories of fathers 
« in England condemning their chil. 
cc dren to a monaſtick life. This Row 
ce. has Js Wack 


« And I do 1 not think it an impro- 
* bable one,” faid lady Harrington. 
6 That may be the reaſon why ſhe con- 
cc ceals herſelf, leading the life of a nun 
C2 | in 
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«in a cottage, inſtead / of a convent. 
e And in my opinion it would-be wrong 
«tg diſturb her, whatever the motive 
% may be. As to witchcraft, I again 
« aſſure myſelf that there is no ſuch 
60 ching; but we muſt make ſome in- 
4 quiries; for juſtice Wood has ex- 
e torted a promiſe from my. lord to 
« that effect. 
As ſoon as PAN 3 to * — 
Bridget met them. Dear me, my 
© lady, there i is poor dear Flora's ear all 
© over gore blood.“ The old wo- 
ce man's cats at the cottage ſcratched 
« her,” ſaid Matilda. Oh, la! and 
&« what ſhall we do now?” ſaid Bridget. 
«© Why, take her into the ſtill- room, 
te and tell Vincent to put ſomething to 
<« it, I beg pardon, young lady; but 
e pray did you ſee the witch? and 
* what in he” world could the be like ? 
66 and 
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t and what could ſhe be dreſſed up in?” 
ſaid Bridget,—< Her dreſs, replied 
Matilda, was in ſhape very like a 
ce nun's.” —* Then, as ſure as fate, 
ſaid Bridget, « the is that ſame nun 
« that goody Dickens and her huſband 
e ſaid ſo much about, and I could never 
ee make it out; and as ſhe has not 
« walk'd at the abbey, that I know of, 
ce ſince we have been here, perhaps the 
e poor ſoul was frightened at having ſo 
many folks: in the houſe, and was 
« foreed to take up: with a cottage at 
(e laſt, 93 - | 


_ « Flora'sear is ; bleeding) do take her 
4 to Vincent,” faid Matilda. Bridget 
went off, calling the ſpaniel after her. 
The moment ſhe reached the houſe- 
Keeper's room ſhe opened the buſineſs. 
« There is what will do her good, ſaid 
Vincent, taking down a vials but 
16405 ; 3 cc if | 


— — = — 


baſtily with the ſpaniel under her arm, 
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if ſhe be ſcratched by a thing like 
e a cat, a witch's cat, I would not, for 


<< all the lords and ladies in England, 
' no nor France neither, touch her with 


%a hop-pole. Take her out of my 


E ſight this minute; you have no buſi- 
ee neſs here.. But I have, return- 
ed Bridget; * for lady Matilda ſent 


me.“ —“ Lady Matilda,” faid the 


houſekeeper, ce has no right to ſend any 


t thing into my room but what con- 


:< cerns my; buſineſs. If ſhe had any 


* thing curious to cure, pickle, or pre- 
« ſerve, I ſhould do it with pleaſure, and 

< without any grumbling.“— Why,“ 
anſwered Bridget, you * to cure 
« this poor creature's ear... Out of 
ce this room, or by my faith,” ſaid the 
enraged Vincent“ The woman is 


e bewitched, and worſe than bewitched, 


«I think,“ ſaid Bridget, retreating 


and 


NAI or HONOUR». 31 


and the vial in her hand. Do you 

think,“ ſaid, the houſekeeper, that 
I, who have been ſo ſhook and jolted. 
e and three parts in four killed by their 
, confounded witchcraft, will have a 
6 finger in ſuch. a pye W * . 

n 3 | 


b Bridget told 1 ory in "ihe kitetien; 
ot no one offered to aſſiſt her. She 
then went into the ſervants* hall, and 
repeated it again; at which they all 
ſtared. At length the gardener came 
in, and ſaid, hold the dog one mi- 
* nute, and I will get a cobweb.“ He 
applied it to the wound, which ceaſed 
bleeding, and the ſpaniel was put into a 
little kennel which ſtood in the court 


In the morning came Jenny Haw- 
thorn, and was announced to'my lady. 
C 4 _— E'T want 
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I want to know, young woman,” ſaid 
1 OY TOON: if you have any ac- 
* quaintance with the old woman at 
the White Cottage, '—< Yes, my lady, 
<< it is my father's houſe ; but my mo- 
Wl 4 ther's friend has made it ſo nice! It 
= << was a ſad place when my father firſt 
bought it, many years ago, as I have 
-< heard him ſay; and he was afraid 
be that he never ſhould have let it. 
«] wanted to know if you were: well 
c acquainted with her.“ ( 0 en; my 
* lady, ever fince I was born.“ —*< And 
©. was ſhe any. relation? Not that'I 
ec know of, my lady; 3 but my mother was 
«© ax fond of her as if ſhe had been her 
e own ſiſter; ſo 1 ſuppoſe that ſhe was 
4 A- kin to her; my poor mother, who 
2 jg now dead and gone, never thought 
4% any thing nice enough for her; and 
1 know that ſhe pays for it — 
65 * Where does the Ser the money py 
ee 5 ſaid 


1 - 
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ſaid my lady. Out of the box: which 
te ſtands in her bed-room, pleaſe your 
ce ladyſhip; I have often ſeen her take 
ee it out, but ſhe never pays till it 
„ comes to gold.—She. has been very. 
ce good indeed to me; has taught me 
« to read and write (and now I keep 
« all. our accounts); ſhewed me how 
& to work; gave me money to buy a 
«-fine bible and a prayer- book; and 
« has done us all a deal of good. I. 
ee often walk with her in the woods by 
4 moonlight, and ſo did my mother.” — 

« And what is her: name ?” ſaid lady 
Harrington. We never call her any 
6 Miet. but my mother's friend, my 
« lady.” —* Did you never hear any 


ee other? No, indeed, my lady, 


I. never did. She, has a vaſt many 
Mm books ; : her houſe is ſet forth with 
flowers; and her garden is very nice, 
« and..full of fruit, which ſhe gives us 

| 0 3 © a great 
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4A great deal of.”—* Is the a well. 
6. looking woman ?” ſaid her ladyſhip. 
« No, my lady; her face ſeems to be 
«© black and aſh colour, 'inſtead of red 
« and white; but the is very good in- 
«-deed;' and would not hurt a hair of 
* any body's head; and if my little 
 <-finger does but ache, ſhe ſeems ſo 
« ſorry! and when my poor mother 
« died, I _ ſhe would have died 
too.“ | 


«] thank you for your informa- 
tion,” faid my lady; and tell your 
« father that my lord would be glad 
«to ſee him in the evening W ſomè 
46 buſineſs.” by 


The Miſs 883 and the cap- 
tain were preſent at this examination. 
“I think,” ſaid the latter, © this girl 
« is almoſt handſome enough to be- 
| witch 
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60 b me. 4 Oh,” replied Matil- 
« da, nothing near ſo beautiful as 
« lady Naunton..— 1 approve ex- 
« tremely, he anſwered, * of lady 
« Naunton, and ſiould prefer her as a 
6e friend at the war- office; yet I think 
Jenny Hawthorn would look very: _ 
91 9 . a  baggage-waggon.” Os 


ce 1 beg, John, you would not talk 
* | nonſenſe to that good girl; ſhe is the 
« ſtay and manager of her father's 
<-houſe.”—* My good prudent Eliza- 
ce beth;” ſaid the captain, do you 
«think I can fee a tall, ſtrait, ſſim girl, 
« With a fine roſy complexion, without 
« admiring her? no, to be ſure; but 
4c reſt ſatisfied that I will not make the 
Los girl vain. Beſides, you know, lady 
_ « Naunton and Bellona are the objects 
« of my adoration.” — « I wiſh,” re- 
plied Elizabeth, that you would ſa- 

% -=mWun 
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1 erific a little at the ſhrine of Miner- 
4 va. do intend it this very even- 
4 ing; and I am now ruminating upon a 
4 viſit to the witch. If the be inclined 
« to peace, ſo am I; we will then hold 
« little friendly parly; but 1 ſhall 
' « gird on my ſword; and if war is 
e what ſhe prefers, I will firſt attack f 
and rout thoſe myrmidons her cats, 
e then bring off the caitiff witch pri- 
ſoner, and you ſhall ſet your fair 
foot upon her neck, in token of pour 
AF < ſovereignty and her obedience.” — 
But do you really intend to pay her 
6 a viſit ?. do, this very evening. 
« You will probably be ſeeking reaſons 
« for my running ſuch hazard of my 
« precious life, not forgetting my ſtill 
e dearer reputation; but curioſity 
« prompts me on; and as 1 Haw- 
« thorn declares ſhe is the beſt creature 
Mp . I have a mind to ſee her, I 
= therefore 
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ce therefore go armed at all points, 
« armed with curioſity. I am ſure, 
de Matilda, you had none, my dear 
cc ſiſter, when you leaped a moſt tre- 
mendous hedge, ſwam acroſs a gaping 
_ « gulph, and ſcaled the caſtle walls of 
« this renowned witch, to reſcue from 

e the horrible talons of the fierceſt cat 
« that ever was kittened your dear de- 
« licate puppies, who were both wound- 
«ed in the ſkirmiſh. Suppoſe I 
e take them with me, and have an- 
<« other ſet-to this evening.“ No, 

« no,“ ſaid Matilda, if * muſt go, . 
< go am 


6 1 will, I will, ” he W ; «] go, 
« I fly to deliver the princeſs with the 
ce aſh-coloured complexion from the 
ce tortures which that cruel' magician 
« juſtice Wood has in ſtore for her; 
« and if I ſhould not return by ten 
e 
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* conclude, that we are gone to Lapland 


0 8 OW 


& ſhip. the trouble of ſending about the 
_ « buſineſs which I mentioned to you.— 


ce that poſitive proofs of guilt onght to 


« ſhould be thought of. Life and re- 
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. clock, you may with great certainty 
& upon two of the ſwifteſt broomſticks 


that ever were croſſed, to partake. of 
ca delicious roaſted tyger ſtuffed N 


! 


Dinner a juſtice: Wood were an- 1 
nounced at the ſame time.“ I ͤ am 
< come, my lord, faid the juſtice, 
ec becauſe I would not give your lord- 


The people are ſo clamourous and 
et preſſing, that I dare ſay it would be 
« a great pleaſure to them to ſee the 
4 witch ducked and then burnt.” — 
« J think, fir,” returned my lord, 


< be had before any thing of that ſort 


« —— are 1 valuable things; and 
WT as 
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e 25, I never heard that this woman had 
« hurt a ſingle individual, you and I 
© had better ſee her, and hear what ſhe 
has to ſay.” “ I would rather not 
« meddle in ſuch a buſineſs,” faid the 
juſtice 3 * but bring her before me pro- 
« perly, and I am at your lordſhip's ſer- 
vice. I am going to her this even- 
ing, fir,” ſaid the captain; will you do 
e me the favour to accompany me?“ 
« No, fir,” returned the juſtice; “ for 
e a man like me to be going into! 
85 e would never do.“ But, 
« fir,” replied the captain, this would 
& be a viſit of humanity.” —* Not to 
© me, fir,” ſaid the juſtice; *< for if 1 
ce demeaned myſelf, it might hurt my 
“ reputation as a magiſtrate, which is a 
« very tender point but if you, fir, 
&« will ſee and hear all you can, I ſhall 
< be ready to take your depoſition in 
the morning * I have all my peo- 
66 ple 
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ee ple about me.” . Suppoſe, ſir, that 
4 ſhould neither hear, ſee, nor find 
de out any thing but a mere old wo- 
© man? That, fir, is almoſt im- 
< poſſible; for I know from farmer 
cc Hawthorn, that ſhe has money to pay 
«-for things which muſt amount to a 
ce pretty. round ſum in the year, with- 
<-out receiving a penny from any per- 
Ko ſon that ever I. could find.. Far- 
er mer Hawthorn !—The farmer. will 
« ſoon be here,“ ſaid my lords. 
« and if you will do me the favour to 
« ſtay and, hear what he:ſays, you Will 
< be better able to form your judge- 
„ment, and decide. without prejudice 
« hereafter; for we muſt, my dear fir, 
& be del by truth.” —< Oh, I ſhall 
be ſoon ready, my Erd; I have all 
. my buſineſs at my fingers ends; but 
«as your lordſhip wiſhes. me to ſtay, 1 
WES. a Gall 
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« ſhall hear and ſay nothing. This is 
not a place for me to open in.” 


„ Here comes farmer Hawthorn,” 
faid my lord; © now we ſhall hear 
« what he will ſay.” —The captain got 
up, nodded to his ſiſters, and went out. 


« Farmer Hawthorn,” ſaid my lord, 
how do you do? I hope your family 
« are well. Pretty hearty, I thank 
& your lordſhip.” — That fourteen» 
ce acre field of wheat of your's looks 
« well,” ſaid my lord. —* It does in- 
0 deed, my lord; and if pleaſe God the 
e weather be fine, I ge to get five 
« quarters an acre off it. You and 
your ſons take à great deal of pains, 
and I ſhould be ſorry it did not an- 
« ſwer.” — * Thank your lordſhip,” 
faid the farmer.“ Your daughter,” 
ſaid - . lady, ſeems to be a clever 
66 "FOR 
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c young woman, arid muſt be of great 
« uſe and aſſiſtance to you in the houſe.” 

— Yes, indeed, my lady, the is a 
_ ſtirring girl, and is a great help in- 
% deed, Ever ſince the death of my 
*© poor wife, Jenny has been a great 
« help to me. Her ſiſter did not take 


4 to the buſineſs at all. She is married 
4 to a Scotch quarter-maſter, who ſeems 


* to be a thriving man, and I hope 


« will make her a good huſband. 
Jenny ean keep accounts, and do 
many things that are uſeful ; but I 
ee am obliged to my wife's friend for 
le that, and a great deal more, for ſhe 
2 * has been quite a mother to Jenny.“ 


—* Is. ſhe very old?” —« No, my 
a lady, I believe not; I don't know 
her age though. — She is an old 


'« hag as ever was born,” ſaid the 
juſtice.— She is not very comely, 


to be ſure,” replied the farmer, 
8 i * pleaſe. 


1 * 
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c pleaſe your worſhip ; but ſhe can ſtir 
“about nimbly enough.” — She has 
© made ſuch a ſtir in this county,“ 
ſaid the juſtice, © as may coſt her her 
< life if the is brought before me, an 
c infernal old ——.” — She is the 
© harmleſſeſt creature that ever lived,” 
replied the farmer; * your worſhip 
e knows. law and ſuch like 441 
ec hope I do,“ replied the juſtice ; * and 
ce if I did not, I don't think farmer Haw- 
e thorn could give me any inſight into 
<« the buſineſs.” —* But as I was ſaying, 
* your worſhip, ſhe is indeed as harm- 
“ leſs a creature as ever trod upon the 
« earth; ſo mild, ſo gentle, and muſt 
„ have had good learning when ſhe 
© was young.” —“ Ves, -replied the 
juſtice, and ſhe exerciſes her learning 
nov ſhe is old, to my knowledge. 
« That ſhe does indeed, and pleaſe your 
e worthip ; for ſhe has taught my chil- 
=, Rn A dren 
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« dren one after another to read n . 
« write, and, what is better than that,. 
their duty.” —< And what is their 
« duty towards their neighbour ?” ſaid. 
the juſtice, —*+ Why, if they can't ſpeak. 
« well of them, never to mention them 
© at all.“ You are a good: divine, 
Mr. Hawthorn,” -faid my lord ;. 
and I do not doubt but Mr. Wood is 
* equally ſo; and in tliat point you: 
er will agree. But I want to know, 
« farmer, how long you have been ac- 
ee quainted. with this good old woman.“ 
— The farmer ſtopped and ſeemed at a 
loſs. Why don't you ſpeak?” faid 
the juſtice. Speak out, man.“ 
„ Why, if Jenny was here now, ſhe 
N would tell me directly.“ . You are 
4 out in your examination,” ſaid the 
juſtice. Yes,” replied the farmer, 
1 ſhe could tell me to a day how old 
* atk eldeſt boy is; for the old woman 

13 | 66 and. 
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tc and my wife came into this part of the 
ce country juſt one year and a half before 
© he was born.“ Ho. long do you 
« ſuppoſe ? ſaid my lord. One or 
te two and twenty years,“ returned the 
farmer. —“ And what was your wife's 
ec name, and where did ſhe come from? 
—< Ay, where did ſhe come from,“ 
ſaid the juſtice.— She came out of 
c Suſſex, replied the farmer; but 1 
don't think I ever heard her men- 
«x tion the name of the pariſh where ſhe | 
6c was born, though I have heard her 
«talk of York and Yorkſhire ??— 
« And how did you meet with her?” 
ſaid my lord. —* Why, one day, my 
lord, at Coventry Fair, I thought 
<« her the prettieſt girl 1 had ever ſeen ; 
ce the fat cracking nuts in a booth with | 


<« ſome folks whom I knew; ſo I went 


and bought a pocket full, and fat 
down with them, and we were mar- 
tc ried 


— ² 
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1 ried i in about three months aſter.— 


« And where did ſhe live at that 
<< time ?. Atafarm-houſe, your ho- 


* nour; ; they. boarded there; for my 


ce wife and the old woman were great 
<« friends. Mary had a little money, 
ce and I bought that White Cottage with 


e her friend repaired it, has lived 


<« there ever ſince, and has had every 
« thing from my houſe, which ſhe has 


« honeſtly paid for, rent and all, be- 


« ſides doing my children ſo much 
9 N 6 ts ] „ 


4 But wh is the old woman's 
«© name?” ſaid lady Harrington. 1 
ce don't rightly know, my lady; but 
« from what I have heard them talk of 
« York, and all that, I think her name 
« was Howard.” —*< Was ſhe handſome 


when you firſt knew her, Mr. Haw- 
£ thorn ?” ſaid Matilda. No, young 


„lady, 
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< lady, her beauty is not outſide ſnow; 
<« but it is all goodneſs of heart, which 
e js better by half; and, according to my 
ce judgment, ' ſhe is as handſome now as 
ever ſhe was. But my wife was as 
< fine and as comely a laſs as you 
« would wiſh to ſee.in a ſummer's day.” 
— And what was her name?“ 
80 Mary Dawſon, my anal 


„And you really believe che old 
« woman came from York?” ſaid my 
lord. © Yes,” replied the farmer; 
« but. I do not often ſee her. How- 
< ever, if you pleaſe, my lord, I can 
ce go to-morrow morning, and aſk her.“ 
—< No,” faid my lady, © we will not 
« vive you that trouble.” 


Where does the old devil get the 
4 money ſhe pays you ?” ſaid the = 
tice. * Indeed, I don't know,” 

"8-9 plicd 
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plied the farmer. * My wife often told 
< me, that ſhe was well to live; and 
my buſineſs takes up ſo much of my 
time, that I never trouble myſelf 
te about other folks.”—< So then,” re- 
turned the juſtice, & you perhaps 
« don't know that ſhe is a witch, and 
cc can make gold as eaſily as your 
d daughter can dumplins.“ — —＋ No 
* man {hall perſuade me to chat, 
faid the farmer; © no, not the king, 
« if he ſtood here and told me fo. And 
„ hope, my lord, your honour will 
«mot believe any ſuch thing. 
„What do you diſpute my words?“ 
ſaid the Juſtice.— Yes, I do,” re- 
turned the farmer; © 1 think your 
<« worſhip is miſtaken. —© Why, ſhe is 
te a nuiſance to the neighbourhood,” 
ſaid the juſticez © no man's cattle is 
« ſafe for her ; ſhe either lames or de- 
46. en mem. That I can't think 
. " * neither,” 
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© neither,” replied the farmer ; © for 
ce what good could it do her? I never 
ee had any thing hurt by her, and I 
cc have loſt many fine horſes, and cows 
« too, in my time; but I FO always 
bo make out OE.” 


She would not hurt her friend,“ 
ſaid the juſtice ; © but I ſee that you 
« are in league with her—in league 
« with a witch; and 1 ſuppoſe you will 
« pretend to ſay, that ſhe does not en- 
< tertain familiars i in'the ſhape of cats,” 

—< That ſhe don't,” replied the farmer; 
te they are real cats, and very good ones 
« for vermin. She had them from 
6-208.” | 


* Mr. Wood,” ſaid my lord, „we 
“have, I think, no proof yet of this 
* woman's being a witch; and you 
and Hawthorn have argued for and 

VOL, II. N & again(t 
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4 againſt her, but without coming to 
« any point, My ſon is gone this 
« evening to viſit her; probably we 
may be able to form ſome judgment 
< on his return; and if you will let 
« the matter reſt a day or two, I 
« ſhall be much obliged to you; for I. 
ec think at preſent we have no right to 
2 carry her before a magiſtrate. She 
« may be perfectiy innocent; and it 
* cannot be pleaſant to be expoſed to 
the gaze of a mob.. 


« 1 are too OT my lord, a 
ec great deal too tender; but, to be 
« ſure, to oblige your lordſhip, I will 
« defer it; though I ſhall have reflec- 
« tions caſt upon me, and reflections 

et are not pleaſant things.“ I will be 
_ « anſwerable, fir, for all the reflec- 
0 tions this n may occaſion; and I 

| . ©. wilh 
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ce wiſh you a good n, ſaid my 
lord. 


4 Ah,” ſaid the farmer, looking at 
the door as he ſpoke, © how I ſhould 
«like to thraſh him! To endeayour to 
« take a poor innocent creature's cha- 
« racter from her.“ —* I am in hopes 
« that ſhe does not deſerve what he 
* reports of her,” faid lady Harring- 
ton. g 


ce Bleſs your ladyſhip,” faid the far- 
mer, I wiſh your honours good night.“ 


The captain walked to the White 
Houſe, and ſaw the old woman with a 
book in her hand, fitting in a porch 
covered with honey-ſuckles. *<* May 1 
* come in?” ſaid he, holding the wick- 
et in his hand. © If you wiſh it, ſir,'? 
returned the witch; * but I am not 
5 2 ce much 


| cc ds uſed to ſuch viſitors | as you 


cc forgive me. Firſt, I am to apologize 


* inform you of a circumſtance which 
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ec ſeem to be.“ I come abruptly, 
and perhaps impertinently,” he re- 
plied; ; „ but when I have informed 

« you of my reaſons, I hope you will 


for my ſiſter's intruſion laſt night; 
& and then 1 come, as a volunteer, to 


« may not be fo agreeable. My ſiſter 
te told us, that you had the man- 
te ners and deportment of a gentle wo- 
« man, and ſeemed to have every thing 
« convenient and comfortable, which 
tc ſhewed that you did not want pecu- 
ce niary aſſiſtance. I will not; there- 
« fore, offend by offering you any. 
« CS he bowed.) But the neighbourhood 
have taken it into their heads (from 
« what cauſe I know not) that you 
« practiſe witchcraft. They have ap- 
6 2925 to a __ of peace, and he 

| as informed 
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et informed my father, lord Harring- 
ton, of it, who has deſired him to be 
quiet for a. few days, till we ſhould 
% make enquiries. - Jenny Hawthorn 
told us, that you were: the beſt wo- 
man in the world; and my mother 
ce deſired me to ſay, that if you wiſhed 
« for the protection of our family, it 
was much at your ſervice.” 


I am more obliged to you, fir, 
e than I ean expreſs,” replied the witch. 
»The protection of lord Harrington's 

ec family will be of ſingular ſervice. 
“The idea which the world falſely 
< entertains of witcheraft is very un- 

«accountable. I am no witch, I can 
e affure you. I have lived here 
* peaceably, I may. ſay happily, many 
<« years; and am, as you ſee, a ſtrange 
* old figure. I have long left the 

1 W and ſuppoſed, that, excepting 

3 & a few 
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a few individuals, it thought no more 
-* of me than I did of it. I hope, 
4 young gentleman,” the honour you 
have done me will not diſgrace the 
* motive, as that motive proceeded 

:< from humanity.” Will you eat any 
4 fruit? [faking down a baſtet,] its only 
* merit i is its nr . On” 


He 3 1 . wad "A 
made his bow, telling her that ſhe 
ere * in * an 


60 © What a man is > that : juſtice Wood! * 

| Aa Miſs Harrington, © You claſs 
- « him too high, ſiſter,” replied Matilda; 
ee he is a reptile,” a very reptile.” — 

, -« Have patience, girls,” faid lady Har- 
Engen. * and recollect what he was. 

His father was a very ignorant man, 

a and not very rich; but he had a fiſ- 

| CY a widow, ey ſhe put this 

* b « boy 


— . 


— — - — _ ——— - . 
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« boy under a country attorney, where 


cc maſter diſmiſſed him for idleneſs and 
« ſtupidity. He then went into the 
« Tow Countries as a ſubaltern under 
« ſjr Philip Sidney, who caſhiered him 
cc for cowardice. The old woman, his 
« zunt, died; he married a woman of 
fortune, and ſo came into this fitua- 
© tion; he is, however, continually ex 
* poſing himſelf, and pays for bare 
* folly.” . | 


But Im in love with farmer 
« Hawthorn,” faid Matilda; cc his ſto- 
44 ries are a little roundabout; but he 
* ſeems to have ſuch an affection for 
c his family, and to be ſo anxious to 
protect the old woman's character, 
«* that I really love him.“ “ Gently, 
* good Matilda,” ſaid Robert. What 
would Wingfield fay, if J were to in- 

2 4 << forms 


— 
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« form him of this paſſion of your's ? 


„why, he would run the poor farmer 


** through che body.”—* Well,” re- 


plied Matilda, if Wingfield do not 
« love the farmer, LY well as I do, 


40 (that is, when he is acquainted with 
& the cauſe of my love,) I will not love 


him; ſo you may tell him as ſoon as 
te you pleaſe.” “ Yes,” anſwered Rq- 


bert, © and then you will wear the wil. 


low garland, and we ſhall have an- 
« other Ophelia. But here comes 
1 John, and without the captive witch; 
<< 1. therefore conclude that he is con- 

bo 3 x 


« well. noble captain,” ſaid Matil- 
as « have you been overcome by the 
< ſorcereſs and her cats?“ . Too 


true,“ he replied; © the charms of 


ec this Circe have entirely vanquiſhed the 
« ' redoubted | John Harrington ; her 
1 ſpells 
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bs ſpells and incantations were ſo: po- 
t tent, that ſhe wanted. net the aid 
< f ge myrmidons, who only peeped 
« at me, as if afraid that I ſhould rival 
« them in the good graces of their 
< lovely miſtreſs; and as the event is 
« likely to be handed down. to poſte- 
« rity, I am content to be vanquiſhed: | 
* by the fair ſex, although not one of 
cc. the moſt beauriful.” 5 5 : 


2 1 with your nonſenſe,” faid 
lady Harrington, and tell. us what 
« ſhe ſaid to you.” He then briefly re- 
lated. the. particulars, of his viſit, and 
added, * She has that kind of manner 
* about her which made me. very civil 
<« and polite ;, and you. muſt ſee her to- 
& morrow, or my rival, Mr. Wood; 
< may carry her off.” —* We. will ſend 
< early,” ſaid lady. Harrington, « and 
_ deſire that ſhe will come to dinner: 

5 _* My 


* 
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4c My black palfrey ſhall be ſaddled for 
te her, and you, fir knight, may go 
and be her guard.” That was an 
honour he could not refuſe, if the lady 
accepted him. Now tell us,” faid 
Miſs Harrington, « how was her houſe 


00 * furniſhed, and how did ſhe look? aq 


e Imprimis,”* ſaid the epa, ce a 
nice boarded floor, which T verily 
< believe was of oak. Item, a ſmall 
12 chimney, with a couple of andirons, 
* ornamented with brafs dogs heads; 
the hearth and chimney-piece of 
« Portland ſtone; and over it was a 
4 ſhelf, on which ſtood pots of flowers. 
Item, a large table covered with 
—— books, pens, ink, and paper, a terreſ- 

_ © trial globe, and an hour-glaſs. Upon 

a plain oak bracket ſtood a baſket of 
4 fruit, divided into compartments. 

Over the table were ſhelves of books ; 
i M8 1 wanted 
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e T wanted to ſee their titles, that I 
“ might find out her particular ſtudy ; $ 
but I thought it would be impertinent 
te to look too near them. A linnet was 
« hanging in a cage near the window. 
« A high-back'd chair, and two or three 
« others, extremely plain, "I I think, 
<« the whole of her 1 | 


% Was the witch beautiful?” faid! 
Miſs Harrington. Not near ſo hand- 
<« ſome,” he replied, * as. Iady Naun- 
ton; and yet her features ſeemed 
„good, as did her eyes alſo; but ſhe: 
&« has ſuch a ſtrange-coloured eom- 
« plexion that it looks. like a toad's 

te back. Three or four miniature pic- 
« tures. hung near the fire; and now E 
hope I have been ſufficiently minute: 
4 to ſatisfy your curioſity, ladies.” — 

Quite ſo,” faid his mother; «we: 
« * ſhall ke her to-morrow, and fhall 

D. 6; mn then 
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then de able to judge whether you have 


"« given us a good copy of the original.” 


| Mrs. Bridget had head. ſomething 
about the juſtice's coming concerning 
the witch, and affured herſelf that the 
latter would ſoon be deſtroyed by fire 


and faggot. She had picked up a great 


deal about it, and wanted to have ſeen 
the farmer ; but he went off ſooner than 
the expected. She was, however, re- 
folved to know all, and therefore trotted 
to Jenny Hawthorn's, purpoſely te 

have a diſcqurſe concerning witches, — 
When ſhe arrived at the farm, „So, 
< here is a fine to do!” throwing her- 
ſelf into a chair. © We ſhall be all 


© taken for witches !—aye, you may 


« ſtare ; and your father, and you, and 
for aught I know, myſelf, may be 
4 ſuſpected, * Tf it is the laſt day I 
0 have to TOO: replied Jenny, «I dq 
cc not 
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dec not know a witch, nor any thing 
«like a witch, in the world.” “ Fine 
talking,“ ſaid Bridget, when you 
« are as fond of one of them as can 
ce be.” —< Good gracious | who could 
© be ſo wicked as to ſay ſo ?””—*< Say 
« ſo!” returned Bridget, have not 
ce you, your ownſelf, more than once 
« invited me to go with you and ſee the 
«witch in the White Cottage?“ — 
« You take her for one then,” ſaid 
Jenny.—“ Yes, I do; and ſo does every 
body elſe, juſtice Wood and all; and 
<« I warrant he will trim her jacket, an 
« old ill-conditioned——” —< I will not 
« ſtand,” ſaid Jenny, « and hear ſa 
6 good a woman belied.” “ You 
won't,“ returned Bridget; © but 1 
„ ſay you ſhall hear me tell you, that 
< ſheis an old ill- conditioned hag ; and 
. more than that, ſhe ought to be burnt 
| 5 alive, 
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& alive, and I ſhall not be ſorry to ſee 
it.“ —“ Well,” faid Jenny, „I never 
« heard the like; and ſhe walked 
about the room in great agitation. 
« You'll be uſed to it ſoon enough 
«then; and as for your pacing and 
« fidgetting, what good will that do? 
Pm ſure our family has been plagued 
enough, one how or other. Why, 
« there was Mrs. Vincent, poor dear 
et ſoul! almoſt loſt her life with jaunt- 
s ing after one of them.“ “ But ſhe 
& was no witch, faid Jenny.—“ That 
«is more than you know,” returned 
Bridget ; and depend upon it, before 
another week is over your head, you 
will find the difference. Here I came 
« broiling all the way from the abbey, 
& as your friend, to tell you all this, and 
get no thanks neither; and now L 


8 e ſhall cool ä by walking ſlowly 
back 
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ec back again, after having had all this 0 
© trouble for your e to wy you”. : 
66 how l went.“ 


Jenny, vexed to the ſoul, ſat down 
and cried. In a quarter of an hour her 
father came in. What is the matter, 
« my girl? what do you fret for? has 
« any thing gone wrong?“ —“ Ves; 
c my good friend in the cottage is taken 
„ for a witch (ſo. Mrs. ae ſays), 
« and will be burnt alive.“ Come, 
« don't take on; my good lord and 
< lady will take care of her; beſides, 
e ſhe is no more a witch than I am: 
Come, dry your eyes, and get me my 
« ſupper. I came from the abbey juſt 
now, and my lord and lady are her 
<« friends, and the young captain is. 
< gone to fee her, which is another 
& good piece of news.“ 


In 
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In the morning orders were given 
to the ſteward to ſend one of the ſer- 
vants with a note to the White Cot- 
tage. He gave it to one of the ſerving- 
men, and it was transferred by him to 
the head groom, who ſaid there wanted 
no horſe to go a mile. The ſerving- 
man ſaid, the orders were for it to be 
ſent off immediately, and it would be 
ſooner there on horſeback. No,“ 
returned the groom; do you, Wil. 
<© ham, run over the fields with it.” 
William was wanted at breakfaſt ; the 
groom then called Jack. When Jack 
made his appearance, the horſes under 
his care were going to be bled that 
very minute.—The yardman was croſſ- 

ing by them; and the groom ſaid, 
&« Peter, take this letter, and run over 
«6 the. fields with it, to the White Cot- 
« tage.” —“ I'm old,” ſaid the man, 
a and never was any great runner; 
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te then I have a pain in my hip beſides ; 


« and what would Nan Dairy fay it I. 


e was to leave the cows, and not carry 
in the milk? why, tell the ſteward 
« mayhap, or elſe Mrs. Vincent; and 
e then there would be the devil to do, 
« and I might loſe my place. *Tis no 
*« bread and butter of mine; there is 
« a witch lives there, and I would not 
ego near the place for ſomething, 
« that I would not.” 


The captain's man was returning 


from airing his charger. Do, good 


Thomas, ſaid the groom, ride 
« that horſe to the White Cottage; 


« carry this note, and bring back an 


« anſwer,” —*< This horſe, ſaid Tho- 


mas, „is not to be hack'd about; 


but let me have another, and I will 
be there and back in a twinkling.“ — 


* Mayhap upon a broomſtick,” ſaid _ 


the 
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the yardman, © for a witch lives there.” 

Then I'll go of no ſuch errands,” 

replied Thomas. What, a foldier and 

<« afraid!“ ſaid the groom ; © you muſt 

te be a fine fellow indeed!“ I'm not 

- & fearful of French nor Spaniards,” 

ſaid Thomas; “ but witchcraft is ſuch 

* a thing! what would weapons ſignify 

* againſt her? no more than a rw or 
ar” - 2 


A boy about ten years old making 
his appearance, Where are you 
going?“ ſaid the groom. —<* To Nan 
<« Dairy, for a little milk. My lady 
* bid my mother ſend every morning.“ 

Can you run?” faid the groom, 
Yes, he could beat all the boys in the 
pariſh at that. Can you run to the 
« White Houſe and back, by the time 
«the abbey clock ſtrikes eight?” — 
| 8. if he might go through the park. 

& Well, 


* 
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e Well,” faid the groom, 1 will 
« give you this penny, and Peter will 
« take your jug to the dairy; mind 
that you give this paper to an old 
« woman who lives there, and bring 
« another back; and if you ſhould. 
« chance to ſee any of the keepers, tell 
„them I ſent ag 1 | 


a Surely,” ſaid the captain's man, 

« the won't bewitch the child.“ 
« What if ſhe do, Tom ?” anſwered the 
groom, it will not hurt us.“ “ I 
ec with J had gone myſelf,” ſaid Tom.— 
«I wiſh you had,” replied the groom ; 
« jt would have ſaved a penny in my 
pocket.“ J ſhall be uneaſy all my 
« life,” ſaid Tom, if he comes to 
any harm. 1 wiſh the note had been 
_ «ſent by the captain, for then I mu/t 
„have gone; I muſt have obeyed orders 
« or . been ſhot,” The devil you 
cc muſt, "= 


& 
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« muſt, *? replied the groom ;. © and yet, 
as much a man of valour as you e, 
6 you dare not face an old woman.” 


But I FRO face you,” aid Tom, 
| knocking down the groom ; “ and that 
« ts my anſwer.” The groom lay 
ſprawling upon the ſtones with his face 
bloody, roaring out that he was half. 
murdered, when the boy came back 
breathleſs, and ſaid, that he could not 
get oyer the park pales. Now,” 
ſighed the groom, how I am to get 
* this note to the old hag, I know no 
„ more than the dead.“ Let me 
have a horſe,” ſaid Tom.—“ Take 
Lively,“ returned the groom. —Tom 
mounted without a ſaddle, and was out 
of fight in a minute. The devil go 
ee with you,” ſaid the groom, wiping 
bis face; I wiſh the witch may fly 
80 n, with you for a hard- fiſted raſcal.” 
| | When 
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When the note was delivered, What 

« goodneſs and humanity muſt this 
« family poſſeſs,” ſaid the witch to 
herſelf, © to conſider an object like 
« myſelf worth their attention! 


The anſwer was written, and Tom 
returned. © Who is to take care of 
« that horſe that you have rode ſo 
„hard?“ faid the groom. —** Myſelf,” 
replied Tom; ; * and do you carry this 
« note into the houſe.” The groom 
hung his head, and walked flowly and 
reluctantly into the houſe. The note 
was given to lady Harrington, * con- 
tained theſe words: E 


ade Hess F lady Harrington's at- 
cc tention and charity will be ready to 
« wait upon, and thank her ladyſbip and 
family, when they do ou the honour of 
" ſending. N 


6e Ga. 
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Order the, black palfrey and the 
66 captain” 8 horſe to be at the White 
“Cottage by eleven,” tad a Har- 
rington. 


The ſervingman to whom theſe or- 
ders were given met Bridget. The 
'«& witch is coming here,“ ſaid the man. 
6 Heavens forbid !” replied the waiting- 
gentle woman: what can have be- 
« witched my lady to ſuffer ſuch a 
e thing? Her own palfrey is or- 
« dered to fetch the hag.” —* Then 
they are all as ſure as can be quite 
te junatic. Well, I have wiſhed and 
« wiſhed a hundred times, that we had 
« never come to this horrible place; for 
« if you go on the outſide on't by 
« moonlight, there are ſo many ins 
and outs, that the very ſtones ſeem 
<« to frown. at one, and I am ready 
« to die with fear. Then the bats 
| | | « flutter, 
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ce flutter, and the owls keep ſuch a 
ec hooting, and the nightingales ſhriek- 
« ing and jugging all night; and all 
« day long we hear nothing but ſwal. 
« lows and martins twittering. I would 
rather by half hear the London cries, 
ce becauſe there is nothing to fright one, 
« and always ſomething to ſee.” —< J 
« can't help it,” ſaid the man ; but 1 
| © ſhall be very civil to her, and ſo muſt 
« you too, or it will be the worſe for us 
« both; for them there creatures are as 
* malicious as monkies.“ 


“These muſt,” ſaid Miſs Harring- 
ton, after reading the note, „be 
“ ſomething very ſingular in the old 
te woman's ſtory.“— Perhaps not,” 
returned my lady. * People feel the 
« evils of life differently ; ; there are 
« thoſe who ſuffer exceſſively, yet are 
* too proud of heart to complain; 

« whereas 
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ce whereas many poor wretches are 
« whining and plaguing all their friends 
. © with fooliſh accounts of their miſhaps 
ec and miſeries, which are of no conſe. 
« quence either to themſelves or to their 
cc hearers.”—** Their friends muſt be 
ec prodigiouſly obliged to them,” ſaid 
Matilda; for ſuch narratives muſt be 
ce wonderfully entertaining. There 
4e js ſomething in ſelf,” returned lad) 
Harrington, * ſo extremely intereſting 
ce to ourſelves, that many individuals 
« fancy every thing in which they are 
e concerned muſt "ny concern 
* others.“ 


« The witch is come, my lady,“ 
ſaid a ſervingman. * I do not like her 
being called by that name, obſerved 
lady Harrington; © ſay, the perſon 
c from the Cottage.” The man had ſeen 


| her, and had never beheld any thing ſo 
| _ 
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frightful. He then ſaid, grinning, © the 
« perſon from the White Cottage is 
ce come upon your ladyſhip's palfrey to 
« wait upon you, and the captain is 
« with her; they are in the library. 
e Shew her in here, was the anſwer. 


She entered. This is my mother, 
„ madam,” ſaid the captain. I am 
«{ much obliged to your ladyſhip,” 
faid the witch, „to all your family, 
« and particularly to this gentleman, 
« that it is not in the power of words 
« to expreſs my thanks,” —“ 1 beg,” 
replied lady Harrington, that you 
© would take a ſeat.” The witch fat 
down extremely agitated, looked round 
her, and at laſt fainted, —Lady Har- 
rington called aloud for Vincent and 
Bridget. [The latter was very near, 
for reaſons that curioſity may account 
for.] A jug of water was ſtanding by 
—— x ſome 
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ſome flower. pots, which had been juſt 
filled; Matilda took It and . 
I. Miſs 1 Bridget Was 
too confuſed to underſtand any thing; 
but ſnatching the jug ſuddenly from 
Matilda, acroſs the witch, turned the 
whole contents over her face, which 
made her ſigh as if returning to life. 
« Take this handkerchief,” ſaid lady 
Harrington; © you have drowned 
ehe, ws No,—yes, my lady,“ re- 
turned Bridget, and began to rub her 
face wet as it was; but the moment after 
ſhe exclaimed, * Gracious me, I hall 
£8!” and: fell upon the floor. The 

captain, without attending to Bridget, 
took out his handkerchief, and, wiping 
the ſtranger's face, ſaw that the colour 
came off, He continued wiping, and 
found a good florid complexion. He 


then ſaid, Permit me to aſſiſt you to 
te the 


* 
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« the window; the air will relieve you gf” 
then taking a chair, he ſeated her with 
her face to the light.— Bridget was ſtill 
lying with her hands clinched and foam- 
ing at the mouth, when Mrs. Vincent 
and the other ſervants came and carried 
her away. The captain then addreſſing 
his mother ſaid, © See, madam, how 
e much the air of the Abbey has im- 
66 proved this perſon.” 


Lady Harrington directed her eyes to- 
wards her, ſeemed ſurprized, ſat down, 
got up, and looked at her again. At that 
inſtant certain received ideas of the 
power of witches took entire poſſeſſion 
of her imagination.—* In the name of 
« every thing holy,” ſhe. exclaimed, 
“hat are you? Are you an inhabit- 
« ant of this earth, or a phantom that 
e deceives my ſight with the idea of a 


6 * departed friend?“ Then, ſeeming to 
* 2 recollect 
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recolle& herſelf, ſhe cried, -Avaunt, 
ce nor by your diabolical - arts torture 
« me, by taking a reſemblance of my 
« dear Matilda Devereux.” Nature 
could ſupport it no longer, and ſhe 
fainted. Miſs Harrington ſunk into a 
chair; Matilda trembled; the witch ex- 
plained to the captain who ſhe was; 
and by their aſſiſtance, and the aid of a 
ſmelling- bottle, lady Harrington feemed 
returning to life, when the captain 
conducted the een into another 
1 


- {Ry ae ee thin e, 

and aſked for my lord. He had ridden 
dut.— Oh, my children!“ ſhe faid 
mournfully, I muſt leave you; 1 
ic have ſeen a phantom ſo like my once- 
« loved friend, that I think I am called 
« away to another world. Her eyes 


« ſeem to have loſt their luſtre, and the 
| 5 beautiful 
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ce beautiful expreſſion of her counte- 
« nance is flown; yet {till there was a 
« benignity of look, —Why, beloved 
© ſhade! why not ſpeak to your Iſabel- 
„la? Alas, I prevented it; for I re- 
« collect a miſt came before my eyes as 
« I pronounced Matilda Devereux, and 
* ” vaniſhed !” 


5 Has) mba, captain, 1 
her recovered, explained by degrees 
the cauſe of her terror; begged that 
ſhe would compoſe herſelf; and when 
ſhe could bear the fight of her friend, 
they would introduce her. The cap- 
tain then ſhewed her a ring, with this 
motto: To the memory of- a beloved ſon. 
« It muſt be my friend Matilda Deve- 
reux,” | ſaid lady Harrington; - this 
6 „ring was given her by my mother, as 

« a remembrance of my brother Wil-. 


0 liam, Who gallantly fell in the Low 
If of. Countries. 
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Countries. I beg that J may ſee her; 
46 T am now . er to meet 8 


Lady Matilda was led 3 in by & the cap- 
tain; and her reception was ſuch as 
might be een after o _ 2 
ſeparation. | A. VNR e 


Lady Matilda 8228 ee her 
ſpirits, and ſaid, My dear lady Har- 
e rington, time is a cruel deſtroyer, 
10 You loſt in me a young friend, and 
now find me an old one. I look like 
the mother of your Matilda Deve. 
« reux; but I am an old maid, and 
cannot aſpire to yur eget 


A thouſand n were aſked, and 
TY anſwers returned. The young 
people, who had been almoſt in deſpair, 
fearing their 'mother might loſe her 


ole, recovered themſelves ; - and lady 
| Harring- 
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Harrington wanting to know every 
thing at once, lady Matilda faid, To 
„you, my dear friend, the hiſtory of 
« my life may be intereſting ; but on 
« account of its length, it would be 
* tireſome to hear it told. I have put 
« it upon paper; it was an amuſement 
« to me during the winter in my re- 
« tirement ; and if I had died, it might 
“ have reached you. But I was un- 
* conſcious of being in your neigh- 
* bourhood, nor did I know that you 
had married lord Harrington. You 
* will find my reaſons for concealment 
« in my narrative, —-I am now happy. 
« Life is ſhort; and I will not tarniſh 
my preſent joy by a painful recol- 
« lection of paſt ſorrows.” _ 


*] am exceedingly happy, dear lady 
“Matilda, that you ſtill preſerve that 
A cheerfulneſs which you were ever ſo 
6 *« loved 
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« loved for. I know that it is the ſun- 
< ſhine of life; but when compared 
« with you, I was never fit for any 
00 e but the . of a W 


MM Rag! Win is n lady . 
« ton, no praiſe is due, The world, 
« had it known my ſtory a few days 
© ſince, would have faid that I had 
« been born under an unfortunate 
<« planet. At this moment I think that 
+ none could have been more fortunate. 
J hope I ſhall ſee my lord ſoon, for I 
* wiſh to know every . of 1 5 | 
66 e 


1A 1 KATE my friend this i is 
„ my eldeſt daughter, Elizabeth; and 
« this my youngeſt, Matilda; this my 
« youngeſt ſon, who is captain of a 
<« troop of horſe; and my eldeſt will, 
«1 _ ſoon be here to pay his re- 
ae 
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« ſpects to you.“ — Your' daughters 
e are fine young women, lady Harring- 
« ton; your ſon, if I may be allowed 
« to tell fortunes, will in due time be 
« a general; and I truſt that all of them 
« will prove bleſſings to you.“ — “ My 
« lord is coming up,” ſaid Elizabeth. 
« Do not tell him who I am,“ ſaid lady 
Matilda; I never ſaw him but twice, 
« and yet I retain the idea of him.“ 
My lord entered, and the perſon from 
the Cottage was / preſented to him.— 
* You muſt think me very impertinent, 
„ madam,“ ſaid my lord, “ for break- 
0 ing in upon your retirement; but 
« the ridiculous notions of the country 
people concerning witchcratt obliged 
cus to intrude.” —* What your lord- 
« ſhip terms. nden, I conſider as the 
« moſt fortunate event t of my life,” re- 
plied lady Matilda. AE 
oa E 5 „ have 
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I have a letter, lady Harrington,” 
ſaid my lord; but am unable to de- 
„ cide whether i it will give you pleaſure 
« or pain. It comes from a friend in 
« London, 'and informs me of tord 
© Montacute's death. Having no near 
_ &« relations, he has deviſed all his poſ- 
4c ſeſſions, which are very extenſive, to 
« the friend of your heart, lady Ma- 
&« tilda Devereux.” —** That would be 
ce charming news, my lord, could we 
te but find her.” —“ I would not wiſh 
« to flatter you,” ſaid he, upon this 
« occaſion ; but I think ſhe muſt be in 
e a better world.“ Do you remem- 
<« ber her?” ſaid Elizabeth. have 
« only an idea,” he replied, „of the 
« fineſt woman I ever ſaw. She was 
« taller than you, I think, Matilda; 
very finely ſhaped; had dark ex- 
0. 8 0 eyes, and a brunette com- 

1 7 2 5 plexion. 
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* plexion, Now, ladies, as it is 
« ſome years ſince I ſaw her, I hope 
«you will allow. that my memory has 
« not loſt the impreſſion ſhe- made.” — 
« You have painted her admirably,” 
ſaid lady Harrington. 


The captain entered with- Ins- ro- 


ther, who looked for ſome time very 


attentively at lady Matilda; then turn- 
ing to His mother, I think, madam, 
« that lady is ſo like a miniature you 


value, that I cannot help gazing at 
her.“ I wiſh we could find the 
« original,” ſaid lady Harrington. — 


« You have not anſwered your letter, 
e my lord, concerning lord Monta- 
cute? and before you do, let me in- 
* troduce my dear long loſt friend, 
lady Matilda Devereux.” My lord. 
ſtarted, and the young people ſmiled. 


« I ſhall now, madam,” faid my lord, 


E G e anſwer 


1 
Y; 
74 
1 
|| 
4 4 
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& anew the letter n as it 
& will have ſuch happy intelligence to 
<« convey; and permit me. to congra- 
<« tulate you upon this good fortune.“ 


Fortune, my lord,“ returned lady 
Matilda, is no. acquiſition compared 


« to the being reſtored to theſe valuable 
te friends; and I now think my good 
<« fortune complete without the addi- 
ce tion of lord Montacute's.” _ 

Mrs. Bridget had ſeen the black * 


frey pacing flowly towards the abbey, 


and hid herſelf in a corner near the 
ſcreen in the hall, where ſhe took a 


peep at the witch, and ſhuddered at her 
uglineſs; and when that part of her 
curioſity was fatisfied, ſhe wiſhed to 


near in what manner a witch would 
talk; for that purpoſe ſhe put her 


ear as cloſe as poſſible to the key-hole 


of the library door; and when ſhe 
heard her ladies in diſtreſs involuntarily 
came 


- — - 
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came in; but was in ſuch dreadful con- 
_ fuſion when the water was overthrown, 
as has been related, and at finding the 
witch had two ſkins, as ſhe termed it, 
one over the other, that it confirmed 
her being, as ſhe ſaid, a witch indeed. 
She was then carried to her apartment 
and put to bed, where ſhe ſoon reco- 
vered the uſe of her ſpeech ; for ſeeing 
the upper houſemaid, Am I alive in- 
« deed, Betty? faid ſhe.—“ Yes,” 
ſaid Betty, © and alive-like. What has 
* been the matter with you, for I never 
« aw you in ſuch a taking in my 
e life? —< It was ſurpriſing,“ ſaid 
Bridget, that I was not flown away 
«* with; for the witch pretended to 
e faint, the ladies called for me, and I 
e ſhook and was in ſuch a twitter, that 
“ fluiced a whole jug of water over 
<« her face. My lady gave me her nice 
« cambrick handkerchief to wipe it off 

cc as 
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« as ill luck would have it, that dropped 
ce into the flop; ſtill my lady bade me 
&* wipe her dry; and not knowing what 
©] was about, I began rubbing with 
«the handkerchief all wet as it was; 
te and ſo with rubbing, the ſkin came 
«off juſt like an eel's, and under it 
« was red. This ö ſcared me; for, 
< thinks I to myſelf, the next ſkin the 
Devil. will have muſt be of his own 
« colour, which fright threw me into 
« fits.” (Are you ſure a ſkin came off? 
e are you ſure of it ?” ſaid Betty. As 
« ſure as that you ſit there; for it ſtuck 
ce upon. the handkerchief as thick as 
« could be.“ I am afraid,” ſaid 
Betty, you were liſtening, and liſten- 
© ers never get any good.“ I did 
* liſten; but I heard nothing extraor- 
4 dinary, till one of them cried out 
e that. ſhe was fainting, - and another 
« called me,. and ran to the door; fol 
F mas 
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was forced to go in, or old Scratch 
« ſhould have had me before I would 
% have gone near them in ſuch com- 
* pany, Well, nothing ſhall make me 
« ſtay in this houſe, for the witch will 
ce be ſpiteful to me for rubbing off her 
4% ſkin. I love the family dearly, to be 
«ſure; but I love my life better.“ 
« Why you had better by half ſtay,” 
faid Betty; for only think, if you 
« were to go threeſcore miles off, it is 
e but a ſtep for a witch upon a broom- 
«ſtick; and as you have friends here, 
eit is ten to one that ſhe will not take 
& any notice of you for rubbing the fkin 
« off her frightful viſage.” . 


My lord informed his correſpondent, 
that lady Matilda Devereux was in his 
| houſe, ready when called upon to iden- 
_. tify herſelf; and that lady Harrington 

FA had 
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had. the certificate of her mother's mar- 
riage. 2 2 


Lady Matilda had no wardrobe, but 
was ſoon arrayed ſuitable to her rank 
and ſtation in life.— Jenny Hawthorn 
Was in raptures, lady Matilda having 

taken her third ſiſter as her own maid, 

and one of her brothers as her own 
m. The old wardrobe, and the cats 


” (ith. a purſe for their maintenance) 


were given to Jenny; the Cottage was 
ſhut up, but the gardener at the abbey 
was to take care of the garden. Juſtice 
Wood unſaid every thing he had faid 
upon the ſubject, and did himſelf the 
juſtice to declare, that he . knew lady 
Matilda muſt be ſomething out of the 
common way ; andit certainly was a much 
more wonderful thing to find the daugh- 
ter of an earl in a Cottage, than a witch, 
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Lady Matilda received a ſummons to 
prove her title; my lord and lady 
offered to accompany her; the latter, 
however, ſhe declined, as Miſs Harring- 
ton was ill with the ſmall-pos, which, 
though very favourable, wanted care. 
« No, my dear lady Harrington, I will 
not take you from your daughter; if 
« you will permit my lord, his eldeſt. 
« ſon, and Matilda, to accompany me, 
« I am then unreaſonable enough; my 
favourite the captain cannot leave his 
te regiment, but you will come up to us 
ce when your daughter is perfectly re- 
covered. I will leave a pacquet upon 
« my table, wherein you will find my 
« hiſtory, Early in the morning we 
ee ſet out for London; do not diſturb 
„ yourſelf, therefore. Adieu, and 1 
* hope we ſhall ſoon meet again.“ 


Next 
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Next morning lady Harrington found 
the papers mentioned ; and a note writ- 
ten the evening before began thus. 
“My dear lady Harrington, when the 

“c incloſed was written, I had no idea 
Jof being ſo happy as ever to have ſeen 
« you again, I wrote it in hopes that 
© it might reach you when I was no 
« more, The world has not, perhaps, 
«been lenient to me; but I hope the 
« contents of this paequet will prove to 
ec you, that I have not done any thing 
to forfeit the good opinion with which 
e formerly honoured me.” 4 30 


1 4 Will you permit me, madam,” ſaid 
the captain, to read a portion of this 
© narrative to you and my filter every 
ce day?” —<© I thank you, John,“ ſaid 
lady Harrington, „in a day or two we 
« will begin.” —* You do not, my dear 

| „ madam, 
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6 madam, ſeem ſo impatient as a7 ex- 
e pected you would have been upon this 
te occaſion.” —* No,” ſaid lady Harring- 
ton, © my mind at preſent is ſo occu- 
« pied by the delightful idea of having 
found my friend, that I have no place 
« for any thing elſe. My head is not 
_« uſed to events of this ſort; I”"cannot 
e be all joy one moment, and all ſor- 
« row the next; for I believe my mind 
is too flow to be either extremely 
* elated or depreſſed. This unexpected 
« meeting has ſo much raiſed my ſpi- 
„ rits, that it will take ſome time to 
bring me to my natural tone again. 
In two days aſter this the captain began 
to read 


Tu HISTORY OF MATILDA 
DEVEREUX. 

„When you left me, my dear Iſa- 

> bella, to return to court, I was not 


" happy, 
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66 happy, and endeavoured to fix my 
mind to come to you; but your ſitu- 
ation with the queen made me con- 
e clade, that the daughter of Eſſex, 
c her once. loved Eſſex, would be an 
% unwelcome ſight to her; and I was 
« too! proud at that time to appear 
« in any character but my own. Lady 
t Coniers treated me, not ill indeed, 
« but with a kind of inattention that 
« was extremely diſguſting; and would 
«frequently ſay, © Have I not taken 
6. you into my houſe, am I not your 
protector? if it were not for me, 
„ Where could you go? You cannot fly 
* to your dear Iſabella; for if the in- 
« exorable old queen were to know that 
4 drop of the blood of Eſſex re- 
“ mained, would ſhe not ſhed it? Hap- 
* py are you under my roof. You ſeem 
« to ſcorn my ſon's love; but he is a 
6 add in that reſpect, and I have other 

, | 12 views | 
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se views hs him. It would be the 
« death of me to ſee him your huſband; 
« your five hundred pounds a· year can- 
not be any _m_ to him.“ 


1 d bt with ts marry your ſon, 
« lady Coniers; I would not wiſh to 
« offend you; permit me to be in your 
ec houſe; let me remain in quiet; I do not 
e with to mix with your company; only 
let me have my horſe, my little gar- 
« den, and my apartment to myſelf; I 
require nothing more.” —* Well, Ma- 
« tilda, well; and all I require of you 
« in return is, not to marry my ſon.” 
« ] promiſed faithfully that I would not. 
« —As I was amuſing myſelf one day in 
© my garden, her ſon came to me. La- 
dy Matilda,“ ſaid he, why will you 
* refuſe me? I love you with the great- 
* eſt affection. With your fortune and 
V | mine, we might live very comfort- 

1 n 
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ce ably; I am not extravagant, and you 
© ſeem to be quite otherwiſe,” —** Your 
& fortune, fir,” I replied, 1s very 
« large; mine ſufficient for myſelf.” — 
6 Who told you, lady Matilda, that 
« my fortune was large?” —*< Your 
ec mother.” —< Ah, my mother,” he 
replied, will ruin me every way. 
« What am I? a very blockhead ; not 
ee better than the fellow who | rubs 
« my horſes heels. It is true I can 
« read and write; but 1 have only been 
e taught by the ſchoolmaſter of the 
* pariſh; I have not had the education 
* of a-gentleman; I know nothing, | 
can indeed ride a hunting as well as a 
« groom; I can fly a hawk, and am a 
e tolerable judge of a greyhound ; but 
“ I feel my inferiority when I am with 
» * other young men; then I am miſera- 
«ble; I ind myſelf their butt on 
account of my ignorance; it is not 
wy | | N cc my 
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c my fault, however; ; here I am two- 
« and-twenty, and know nothing. My 
« mother has not given me a chance of 
« being any thing but a blockhead. 
« You have had the education of a 
cc gentlewoman, and are the ſole object 
« of my affections. Oh, lady, if you 
« would but take me as I am, I would 
« put myſelf under your guidance, and 
<« endeavour to be what the ſon of 
« fir William Coniers ought to be. I 
« feel ſuch reſpect for my mother, that 
« I would not offend her in any other 
ce way; and I can aflure you, notwith- 
« ſtanding what ſhe ſays, ſhe would re- 
« joice to ſee you her daughter-in-law 
« to-morrow. My mother has not al- 
« ways accuſtomed herſelf to ſpeak the 
truth; but you ſhall never hear any 

thing als from my lips. As to my 

< fortune, IJ know not. what it is. 1 
2 have enquired of the tenants here, 
cc and 


— 
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and they told me that they pay my 
© mother five hundred pounds a year, 
« [ have an eſtate in the north of Eng. 
“e land, and another in the north of 
© Ireland, When I mention theſe 
« things to my mother, ſhe tells me 
that I am a dolt, and not fit for any 
«thing but to DIO. a ſetting dog or 


find a hare.”—*< I told Mr. Coniers 


ee that I never would marry; that my 


. & mother's unfortunate death, and her 


« affecting ſtory, which I had ſo often 
ce heard from lady Markham, had made 
< ſuch an impreſſion upon me, that the 
« idea of having a daughter left to the 


e ee, as Thad been; abfolutcl 
determined me againſt it.” “ Yet, 


« lady Matilda, I am your friend ; if 1 


am not a companion for you now, I 


« may be. Believe me to have an ho- 
« neſt heart, and allow me to be your 


* friend. „— You know my reſolu - 
4 tion, 
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« tion, Mr. Coniers, with regard to 
© myſelf; and remember that lady Co- 
« niers has higher views for you.” — 

« Are not you an earl's daughter! ? 
« What can ſhe expect? No, lady Ma- 
« tilda; that is only my mother's. talk. 
« Would ſhe have bred me up as ſhe 
« has done, if ſhe had higher views for 
« me? No; from my ſoul I believe that 
„e ſhe would be happy were I to marry 
« 2 village girl as Ignorant as myſelf, 
« that ſhe might rule us both. I have 
8 only one friend in the world, and thar 
« js old lord Savage, whom my mother 
« is making up to. He is not much 
© better as to education than I am, but 
« a great deal cunninger, I can ſee 
« that. He perſuades my mother to 
let me go to court and get knighted ; 
and then I am to go for Ireland to ſee 
my eſtates; and he tells me that 1 
« may go ſafe enough, for it is at a 
Vor. II. C4 2 5 * great 
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« great. diſtance from Tyrone. Oh, 
« * lady Matilda, I think I will. go to 
q i and thence to Ireland; peti⸗ 
tion the lord deputy. to give me a 
ec hi-fi and with the reſt of my 
« brave countrymen oppoſe” the rebel 
| Tyrone. As 2a ſoldier, 1 ſhall be 
- ſomething ; as it is, I am nothing.— 
Remember me, lady, Matilda, as a 
| & friend; if you will but recolle& Co. 
5 2 niers as a friend, my arm, while up- 
« lifted - againſt. the enemies. of my 
6 country, will be-ſtrengthened, when 
« I recollect the name of Matilda 1 De» 
« vereux as r friend.” 


off «I ba no 0 averſion, no. objection t to 

| « Coniers; but I deteſted his mother, 
He was a fine-grown young man, with 
& an honeſt heart, was good tempered, 
Eads had common ſenſe ; but, as he al- 
B e lowed, his Are was not much 
8 e above 
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« above that of his grooms. He went to 
court; came back fir William; and 
great preparations were made for his 
60 going to Ireland. a 


« Retfirning one evening from lady 

« Corbet's, I met him; he ſeemed much 
« agitated, and ſaid, I do not expect 
« ever to be any thing more to you 
« than a friend, but I muſt ſpeak: to 
« you in private; ſhall it be in the gar- 
« den, or your own apartment ?*— 
« What you have to ſay, fir William, 
may be ſaid on horſeback.” —* No, 
« the ſervants will hear; make ſome 
«excuſe, and alight.” —1I pretended my 
« horſe went lame, and alighted; ; he did 
« the ſame, ſaying; © You:ſhall not walk 
« by - yourſelf,” He ſeemed muſing 
« for ſome time, then, turning quick, 
% faid, “Lady Matilda, ſwear to me ſ6- 
« lemmly, that you will never reveal 
F 2 * what 
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4 what I am going to tell you; ſwear 
«4 it.“ I ſtood like a ſtatue. © You 
* muſt do it,” ſaid he, in a very de- 
<« termined tone of voice. « Your ſe- 
a « crecy concerns yourſelf, and, unfortu- 
{© _—_— me too.“ 1 an Tiwore, : 
<6; He then robE Ei his packet ſome 
& letters directed to his mother. < Here, 
t madam, here are proofs againſt a 
<« perſon whom I ought to love, whom 
cs did love with the greateſt affection ; 
ce but now my heart abhors her. Why 
ei as I taught reading? had I been ig- 
c norant of that, her vices, her cruel- 
« ties would not have hurt me. I 
might have followed the hawk or the 
| ec hound, married ſome one like my- 
1 M8 * ſelf, and pailed my * contentedly. 8 


„ ted 82 
85 80 wherein he told her, that if ſhe 
« could 
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could but get rid of her booby ſon by 
« ſending him to Ireland, he would mar- 
« ryher; that he had put things in ſuch 
« a train, that he ſhould be landed in 


« aplace where Tyrone would take him 


« fora ſpy, and that they never ſhould 


© be troubled with the blockhead more. 


« The other was from lord Montacute, 
« urging her to take me off by poiſon, 
« for which he would give her a thou- 
« ſand pounds, The letter hinted, thut 


te there had been a negotiation upon the 


„ buſineſs before; and he was ſure it 


** would be grateful to the queen; he 
« then added,“ I deteſt the blood of Eſ- 


* ſex as much, nay, perhaps, more 
« than ſhe does.” —At reading theſe 


letters, I was' aſtoniſhed I did not 
« ſuppoſe that human nature could have 


* 


« been ſo depraved. 
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rr Have you not ſome jewels, lad) 
0 Matilda! PP nk Many valuable ones, 
« fir William.” — — Fly, fly then, lady 
FL Matilda, from that place; [pointing 15 

© the houſe 4 ſave my mother from doing 
wrong! 255. How, ſir William, did 
« you get theſe papers? 4 J was ex. 
* * erciling laſt night a brace of young 
<< ſpaniels in the park wood, and ſay 
a man who appeared to avoid me. [ 
bo walked as. cloſe to him as poſſible; 
* and when I called to him to enquire 


- 5 his buſineſs, he ran off, I purſued 


* him, and, his ſtr ength being ſpent, 
he could not leap the park pales. 


.« held him roughly; at laſt he confeſſed 


e that he had letters for lady Coniere, 
e which: were given him by a perſon 
.« whom he did not know, and that he 

« was to receive a rewerd when he 
brought back the anſwers. I gave 
. dim 


2 5 
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& Kirk money, and told him to de- 

« liver them the next night, as I would 
« rerurn them to him in the ſame place 
« this evening. Lady Matilda, I am fick 
« of life; but I wiſh to preſerve your's. 
* go for Ireland to-morrow morning. 

« Let me entreat you once more to fly. 

« Not with me, wretch that I am in 
« having ſuch a mother; yet, cruel as 
e ſhe is, ſhe is ſtill my mother. Pack 
« up your money and jewels, lady Ma- 
te tilda, in the ſmalleſt compaſs poſſible; j 
J will come back to-morrow night at 
twelve o'clock alone; I have the key 
te of the ſtable, and will ſaddle two 
** your horſes for you and Mary. 


5 Meet me, on foot, at the great oak 


cc on the outfide of the park, by the 
40 private gate; ſhut it hard, and 


«you ſhall hear me whiſtle. Thele 
&« letters I will ſeal up, and return ; ; 
"you" now perceive, that my wiſhing 
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5 you to take an oath of ſecrecy was 
6 PEPE; to fave my mother.” 1 


| & « 2 Wal to meet bet; and he 
« went to ſeal and deliver the letters to 
* the man in the wood. When | 
reached my apartment, I could not 
« refrain. from- tears and bitter reflec- 
« « tions, —Unfortunate Matilda! -unfor- 


. tunate from your birth! Oh, that 
* this aching head lay. peaceful un- 


« der the ſame cold marble with my 


0 mother !—Why ſhould you fly. with 
this man? It will but prolong a mi- 


« ſerable 3 Were it not bet- 


« ter to end it yourſelf? !—L pauſed—— 
= Wretch that I am, to ſuffer ſuch ideas 
to poſſeſs my mind! I. have no right 


«* to diſpoſe of that which was beſtowed 


1 by a ſuperior power.—Your- fituation 


« ig terrible, ſurrounded by enemies 


| — who wiſh to take your, life. But do 


© 


66 you 


#© $8 
4 * | 


MNMAID OF HONOUR. 10 5 
e you know what others ſuffer? No, 
« you cannot conceive the many heart- 


c aches of this world; therefore teach 
« yourſelf to believe, that there is not 


« 2 ſingle individual who has not 
« his cares and anxieties ; and what 
could you have done in this ſituation 
„without money? You have that 
e which, with prudence, will maintain 

« you many years. Therefore fly with 
6 "708 friend Coniers.“ 


be 3 was: aa I ſent Mary. 
4 down with an excuſe on account of 
« a head-ach. Several perſons were at 
6c table with lady Coniers; and when 
e the meſſage was delivered, ſhe ſaid, 


4 William, I ſuppoſe the fair damfel is 


© bemoaning the loſs "af. you; why 
don't you pack her up with ſome of 
« your trifles, and give her a ſight of 
Ireland.“ —He made no anſwer. : 


. 


„ 
. wy, 
155 
I 
N bet 
3 
. 
*. 
8 
. "i 
LR. 
Th. 
* * 
r] fl 
A . 
4 =. 
T3" 
þ © 4M 
ti E. 
: v4 
3 1 
; 7 
KS 
[2 "4 
H RN 
$4 
4 a 
bs 
. 
* - 
«48 *; 1 
* 
8 
* 4 * 
83 
> 
o 
* 18 
3 
" 
f, 
» 
4 3 
1 
13 
L 
* 
R > 
"A 
* 
0 . 
T8 
1 
! 7 
! C 
2 
4 4 8 
I 
* * 
n 42 
IS 
A 
8 
. 
. 
| : 
4 
** 
N 
** 
f 7 
7 2 
o 4 
+2 
«XY . 
w» 
12 
Eq}! 
4 bs 
5 
Q 
2 


\ 
* 
4 
4 
„ 
d 7 
” 
9. * 
7. 
© 
{ 
*" 
þ+ 3 
1 
* 
nw 
8 * 
1 * 
4 E 
2 
7 
13 
Pr. 
1 
, 1Y 
4 
1 
2 
L 


! 


106 THE WITCH, AND THE 


1 „When I informed Mary that! 
| . ſhould leave the houſe, ſhe was ſure 

4% J was going beyond ſea. E proteſted 

6 that 1 had no ſuch intention; and 
n. if ſhe would not go with me, 1 

25 1 make her a handfome preſent 

to Keep my departure fecret for a few 

| * days. I then laid ſome pieces of gold 

« upon the table. A terrible conflict 

<& aroſe in the breaſt of Mary. She 
J leave Suſſex, her friends, and, 
above all, her wardrobe. I promiſed 

_"<to reinſtate the latter; and at laſt, 

« after abundanee- of tears and ſobs, 
«ſhe decided to follow my ns 
«and ſerve me Oy '3 


1 el oils were 1 in the _ 
| « fmalleſt poſſible compafs, and, with 
«a little linen, were to be ſuſpended at 
the pommels of our ſaddles; the 
N * our * and 
| | «the 


1 
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« the clock ſtriking twelve was the 
« ſignal for our going. Mary having 


« got the key of the private park- gate, 


«.we got out at the parlour window ; 
„e and the night was ſuch as Shake- 


e ſpeare beautifully deſeribes in 4 * 


cc * of Venice. . 


«We flap'd bs gate as agreed, 
« heard a loud whiſtle, and found ſir 
2M « William with the horſes under the 
4e great oak. We mounted with our 


40 bundles; and till that moment it 


had not entered my thoughts where 
« to go, nor how to give an account of 


6c myſelf. This conſideration made me 
« fall into very diſagreeable reflections, 
« without knowing what to decide 


« upon. At laſt I ſaid, Sir William, 


& which way are We going! ? where ſhall 


x * my. head! ? I am now an out- 
* po caſt 
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_ P. indeed!“ This ſtartled him.— 
66 Lady Matilda, we are now going from 

« Suſſex; and I think if we travel 

"my rt” vou will have a better 
chance of avoiding danger. I know 

«are good, and I can anſwer for their 
= travelling a hundred miles in two 

e days. My horſes and ſervants are 
N 10 gone to Cheſter, where they wait for 

6 * me, as I am to fail from Holyhead.” 2 
We may croſs Middleſex,” I re- 
« plied, < and [get into the north road at 

1 St. Alban's but let us enquire our 
„ way as we g. I think in North- 
1 amptonſhire or Leiceſterſhire I might. 

£ « be ſafe. I am taking you out of 
* your way. fir William to protect 
* me.“ Don t mention it, lady Ma- 
4 tilda; let us paſs for brother and 
8 « fiſter, and we ſhall vot be ſuſpeQed.” 

| Ne 0M We 


| nothing of geography; but our horſes 
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« We ſtopped at a little inn to re- 
« freſh our horſes, and Mary had orders 


“ to give an account of us by ſaying 


« that we were a Mr. and Miſs Yel- 
« yerton-;z that we lived near Canter- 
„ bury, and were going into N orthamp- 
« tonſhire to ſee an old aunt who was 
« dying; that we expected a good 


fortune at her death, and that our. 


« ſumpter horſe was to follow with our, 
* baggage. 


* 


5 Who is that gentleman and gen- 


60 tlewoman! I faid the woman of the 


« houſe. Mary told her ſtory. It is 
« a thouſand pities they are not man 
« and wife; for I never ſet my eyes 


« upon a more comely gentleman ; and 
« the. eee is very well. 


cc Aye,” ſaid her huſband; I think 


0 ſhe is the cleyereſt of the two; only 
«in my mind rather of the. fighteſt 
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% makez but, mayhap, ſhe is not more 
"+ . « than fixteen or ſeventeen, for ſhe is 
I ſpecially well grown, and will fill out 

<in a few years; ſhe will then be as 

_< handſome a creature as ever was 

e born,” I was at that time twenty- 

\ «two, © You have fo good a gueſs at 

& ages,” faid Mary, © that 1 og be 

« afraid you ſhould mention mine. 

„ Well,” ſaid the hoſt, © look at me; 

« why faith you are four-and-twenty, or 

« thereabouts.” —*< You Bare 18 hit 
6 5 +6 faid mor. 


4 We. ron unted our te and 
1 kept as much as poſſible to the great 
| road, when F aſked fir William what 
. as his final determination.—“ J 
e hope,“ ſaid I, © you will not go the 
road pointed out by lord Savage; 
| you recolle& what thoſe letters told 
=: i replied he; « but it 
| 3 / « does 
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does not ſignify what becomes of me. 
« may as well die by the hands of 
« Tyrone as not. He may kill me for 
1 ſpy, if he will, for I have no plea- 
« ſure in life. I muſt leave you, lady 
e Matilda, who are the whole j joy of my 
life; and when I am from you what 


\ 


«is William - Coniers, when he is - 


« nothing to his mother, nothing to 
« himſelf, and nothing to lady Matilda 


% Devereux.” —* You miſtake, fir 
5 n | *1. 
% William; you are a man of family 


« and fortune; and you ought to pay 
proper reſpect to your ſituation in 
life. 1 am nothing, lady Matil- 


« da, and you n it; you know 


my misfortunes too well.” —* Then 


my friendſhip, fir William, which 


«you ſeemed to value, is of no con- 
« ſequenee, though I find yours of the 
* utmoſt” importance to me. You are 
* NOW atone guarding. a runaway 


* from | 
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_ . deſtruction; and believe me 
e ſincerely, if I ſhould be the cauſe 
ce of any diſquiet to you, it would make 
* me | miſerable. But will you, as a 
te friend, take my advice (4 He nodded 
« aſſent. When we get another day's 
<« journey over, write to your ſervants, 
« direct them to proceed to Holyhead, 

<< and thence to Dublin without you, 


e as you expect to meet them there. 


When we part, return to London, 
<6 en in the firſt ſhip for Ireland, 
< go to the lord deputy, and aſk him 
« for a ſubaltern's commiſſion ; join 
your regiment, and fight for your 
country and property. It will be of 
infinite advantage to you ; it will 
« give you. conſequence ; z you will aſ- 
s ſociate with gentlemen; and, I truſt, 
you will forget many things which 
« you ought not to remember.” 1 
<« will take your advice, lady Matilda; ” 
© but 


_ * 
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0 but there is one thing which can 


© never forget, and that is your friend- 


ce 1 85 


ce We 1 and left + HY 
« Alban's on our right; till avoiding 


the great road. On the ſecond day 
«I found myſelf fatigued, and wiſhed 


« to reſt, We ſtopped. at a little pub- 


« lic-houſe, and enquired for lodgings 
in a farm-houſe. They told us, that 


« there was no ſuch place proper for 

* us in the neighbourhood. We tra- 
& velled ten miles farther and again 
« enquired. The miſtreſs of the houſe 


e did not know; but a plain- dreſſed 
« man coming in, ſhe ſaid, Pray 
*« fir, do you know of any farm-houſe, 


where a lady could board and lodge? i 


for the maid tells me ſhe can pay 
« well; and more than that her bro- 
Li: ther, ſweet young 3 is 


66 going 15 
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« going to fight that wild Iriſh devil 
«++ Tyrone, and wiſhes to leave the young 
« gentlewoman in a ſafe place.”—< 
e can't tell of any ſuch place, dame,” 
ehe replied ; but you know that 
have a ſtrange old rambling houſe, 
8 Ke where I could lodge a dozen or two. 
My great-grandfather thought we 
* ſhould have grown richer and richer 
every generation; and inſtead of that 
5 we grow poorer and poorer; not but 
„J have enough. However, I have 
* monſtrous houſez this you may 
« tell the maid; and tell her further, 
ec that my name is James Green, of 
«© Thrapſton.—Is that the young gen. 
4 tleman coming out of the ſtable? 
'« Yes, fir,” ſaid the hoſteſs. He then 
* went up to ſir William, and faid, 
< Dame White tells me, fir, that you 
want a lodging for your fiſter. I am 
ff a e have a large houſe 
| 7; that 
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« that I do not know what to do with; 
„if ſhe would like half a dozen rooms, 
« ſhe is welcome. I have a wife and 
„daughter at home, and a ſon at 
« Oxford.” Sir William, not well know- 
ing what to ſay, replied, that he was 
„much obliged to him; and, ſhowing 
© him into the room, ſaid, This is 
my ſiſter.” “ And a fine laſs ſhe is; 
„ will take care of her, if my old- 
« faſhioned place will ſuit z therefore, 
« come and breakfaſt in the morning; 
you will then ſee us all together; 
« conſider of it, and * our cha- 
* racters.“ | EY 


4 told fir William, that I fancied 
* this place would ſuit me, and thought 
I could be happy there; for the maſter 
« ſeemed to me to be without art, or, 
« what was ten times worſe, low cun- 

| ; 2. W ning; 
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< ning; but that we ſhould ſee him 
and the reſt of the family before 14 
« determined. 


4 Lady Matilda,” faid fir William, 
if this ſhould not exactly do, there 
* 1s a lady who is an abbeſs at York, 
<« and who is, I think, a diſtant relation 
© of my father's. I ſaw her ſome years 
ſince, and the ſaid, My good boy, 
IJ am a relation of yours, but no great 
friend of your mother's; for we 
5 think differently in every reſpecd. 

Therefore, be not ſurpriſed that we 
4 have no great friendſhi þ for each 
« other ; but if ever you: -want a friend, 
c apply to me. This lady's name is 
„Howard. Shall I write to her, and 
ee hex about you ?*—< I ſhall thank 
„ you,” I replied. <* Then do you, 


lady Matilda, dictate the letter.” 
ö 6 The 


* . 
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<« The anſwer was to be ſent by the 
ce bearer, and directed to Mr. Green 3 
«at — 


« Sir William wrote to his ſervants = 
« to defire that they would proceed to | 
« Dublin with his horſes and baggage ; 
« and the next day we went to Thrap- 
« ſton Hall, where we breakfaſted and 
« dined, and were ſo hoſpitably re- 
« ceived, that I was ſure I ſhould be 
« agreeably ſituated with them. In the 
« evening we mounted our horſes to 
© return to the inn. 


Sir William deſired permiſſion to 
« write to me as a friend. As a friend 
*I promiſed to anſwer him; but ob- 
„ ſerved, that as he knew my reſolu- 
tions, he muſt expect nothing far- 
ether. I wrote to my dear Iſabella, 
« with — how to get it to her | 
« hands; "i 
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< hands; but he found that the 
te queen was gone upon her progreſs 
<« into Norfolk and Suffolk, and he 
« burnt it. | 


. The next morning we parted ; fir 
« William for London, to embark for 
Ireland, and myſelf, with Mary, to 
« Mr, Green's, at Thrapſton, where we 
ce. were well received. They had pre- 
e pared a whole wing of the: houſe for 
me; the rooms. were very large; 
6 W bn but old- 
« faſhioned, and the houſe had been 
« kept in repair; but I believe no im- 
_ *+-provements; had been made ſince its 
« firſt erection. It had, however, 

ce. gloomy magnificence about it which 

een me nne 


« Mrs. Gown was a mapakabiyarell- 


TE woman, and a woman of fa- 
ce mily 
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| « nuly too, being a ſiſter of lord Vaux; 
« ſhe was perfectly polite and good tem- 
« pered, fond of ſociety, and cheer- 


ful. Her daughter, a pretty girl of 


« eighteen, had ſeen nothing of the 
« world, but was lively and playful in 
eher converſation, extremely active, 
« an excellent houſekeeper, and much 
« better pleaſed with making pickles 
* and preſerves from morning till night, 
« than with exerciſing her needle, which 
es ſhe deteſted. She would read to us, 
„ however, as. long as we. pleaſed. — 
« Mr. Green was an active man of 
« fifty; did not trouble himſelf at all 


_« with what paſſed in the world, but lived 
with great hoſpitality; though not 


« as many of the country gentlemen 
« did, for he would ſay, © I muſt have 


te time to myſelf for refleQtions upon 7 
another world, becauſe we are ſure 


« we cannot live for ever in this, and 
„ « we 
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< we do not know how near the time 
may be for our leaving it.“ He was 
cc very ſtrict in keeping his accounts, 
particularly with his ſervants; his 
x * daughter. and himſelf took every 
<« domeſtic care from Mrs. Green, 
„ who was perfectly ſatisfied with that 
e arrangement, as the works of her 
© needle were her favourite amuſements, 
c and ſhe was extremely fond of being 
40 read to when ſo employed. In the 
« abſence of her daughter, therefore, 
” ſhe allowed me to entertain her. Ro- 
% mances, all we could buy or borrow, 
© were read over and over, and liſtened 
« to with great delight, for thoſe were 
6c her favourite books. Dt 


40 Mr. 3 1 n bad not for 
40 « ſome years looked into any book, ex- 
e cept the bible or his accounts; and 
& would ſometimes ſay, *© They made 
cc me 
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« me ſick of thoſe things at Eton; 
« and when I went to college I found 
no pleaſure in them. When, there- 
„fore, I became my own maſter, 1 
« threw them aſide all together, for they 
« talked to and plagued me ſo much, 
e that I have hated the ſight of a folio 
« ever ſince, I love converſation, how- 
© ever, and delight to hear merry ſto. 
« ries,; but as for. your tragedies and 
love Mrdies, deteſt them ; they make 
« me as 'melancholy as a cat; ſome 
8 winter's ago, when we had a deep | 
-0 ſnow, and I could not go out for ſe- 
, © verar days, I took up lord Surry's 
« poems,. and read a great deal abour 
« the fair Geraldine, I believe it was; 
but I thought I ſhould never hve 
« got the better of it. 


ce Now the New Teſtament comforts 
me; if any thing goes wrong, three 
VOL, II. . 
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or four chapters make me forget my 
e Care; or if I am unwell, which don't 
* Med happen, I can take up my own 
book, be as ready to die as to live, 
<< and my complaints ſoon go off.” He 
«© was a great gardener, and had the 
4 beſt fruit and vegetables in the coun- · 
c try; but flowers, we" ſaid, were like 
Ae plays and romances. e 


60 I oetitioned t to have a little flower- 
0 e. garden, which Anna and myſelf were 
& to manage; I was to teach her the 
* floriſt's art, and we had half an acre 
« ſet apart, which I walled and laid out; 
J then hired a man to attend my 
c horſes, and to do the laborious work 


1155 « in the garden. 


« The good lady of the houſe Was 
ee very fond of flowers, but would 
never ſtir one ſtep towards raiſing 
RO them, nor ever expreſſed a wiſh in fa· 
e den 


— "}|_ FD 


2 
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«your of them, becauſe ſhe knew that 
cc Mr. Green would never trouble him- 
\« ſelf about them. She had been very 
« handſome in her youth, and had a 
ce particular averſion to ſun- burns and 
« freckles; and I never heard her give 


s an order to her houſekeeper, except 


ce to be extremely careful how ſhe 
« diſtilled the roſe and elder- flower wa- 
« ter. She was remarkable for a fine 
e hand and arm, of which ſhe was ex- 


* tremely careful; and when I con- 


<< ſidered theſe things, I could not think 
it wonderful that ſhe had no predi- 


election for the cultivation of flowers, 


<« though fond to an extreme of hav- 
ing them in her drawing- room; and 
<« though ſhe would fit for hours in 


55a arbour, covered with roſes, honey- 
« ſuckles, and jaſmine, enjoying the 


„ ſweets of our labour, while Anna 


and * were tying up or pruning 


8 2 cc the 
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the flowers. When ſhe went out, 
< her horſe was conſtantly led, for the 
«< exertion of guiding the animal would 
„„ be a fatigue, or the bridle might 
* harden her hands; and ſhe con- 
« ſtantly wore a maſk upon theſe occa- 
„ ſions. - She was, however, a very 
“ pleaſant companion, and I never ſaw 
< her out of temper. She was not ex- 
<« travagant, and I do not think any 
thing could have diſturbed the pla- 
& cidity of her mind, except her work 
being ſpoiled when near being finiſh- 
<«< ed, or the houſekeeper's forgetting 
cc the roſe and elder-flower water. 


In due time I received a letter from 
et fir William Coniers, to inform me, 
te that he had taken my advice; that the 
ce lord deputy had received him honour- 
„ ably, and given him a commiſſion ; 
cc that his ſervants and horſes had been 

+; - e taken 
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e taken by Tyrone, but releaſed again, 
e and had joined him; that he found, 
« upon enquiry, that his eſtates had 
not been injured by the rebels; that 
he was preparing to ſet out with the 
« troops; and that he found himſelf 
« happier than he had ever been. Thus 
was I ſatisfied upon this young man's 
„ account. A letter from the abbeſs 
at York aſſured me, that whenever 1 
e wiſhed to retire from the world, I 
9 n find an RE with. her. 


* 1 pad my time very kinda 
with the quiet family at Thrapſton; 
e but the maſter of the houſe broke out 
« now and then into a kind of diſcon- 
< tent. As no perſon ever oppoſed 
him, and he ſeemed naturally good- 
“ tempered and eaſily pleaſed, I could 
„no way account for i, but from the 

waywardneſs of human nature. 
| G 3 « One 


- 
— 
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One winter evening we were fit- 
s ting round the fire and reading; Mr. 
Green had compoſed himſelf to ſleep 
«in his great armed chair; the book 
< being finiſhed, we eonverſed ſome 
time upon the ſubject, and when 
that was exhauſted we were filent. 
«© Mr. Green awaked, and enquired if 
e had releaſed the unhappy damſel 
e about whom ſo many tears were ſhed; 
«and being told that we had, anſwered, 
«I am glad of it; for if 1 had not 
e luckily gone to fleep, I muſt have 
*'cried too.. But you have never 
«heard ny hiſtory, Miſs Velverton, 
nor how a fellow like me ſhould have 
* come to live in ſuch a great rambling 
& caſtle- like place as this; and as your 
«6 * book Is n, 1 will tell #11 00g n 


Laren Our family v were - nes FRAY os 
70 « before the 3 and therefore, 


<5 | | ip, 


te except, perhaps, a little daſh of Ro- 
6 man, Saxon, and Daniſh blood, I 
« have as much of the true old Engliſh 
« ag any man in the kingdom. How 
« we got on till Richard the Second's 
« days I cannot exactly ſay, but we had 
© our ups and downs as well. as our 
„ neighbours, and all of us have 
« been knighted, except myſelf. In 
«the days of Richard the Second, we 
« took the fide of Henry of Boling- 
« broke (not for the ſake of getting 
< any thing, but my anceſtors knew 
'« him perſonally). Henry, you know, 
« got the better, and we were in high. 
« eſtimation in his and his ſon's reign. 
We had five good manors given us 
« for our ſervices, and till kept on the 
« ſame . ſide, ſometimes up and then 
down again, till Edward the Fourth. 
« was king, and then ſome of our eſtates. 
were confiſcated ; but not ſo many as 
„ . < to- 
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. to do us any great harm. The next 


© heir, which was my great- grand- 
« father, marrying an heireſs, built this 
« place; and he was a friend of Rich- 
« mond's at the battle of Boſworth, 
« where Humpback was ſlain. We loſt 
« by this buſineſs, as' we had been at 
great expence in raiſing and main- 
*« taining a regiment, and received no- 
« thing ; for the king kept the confiſ- 
tc cated eſtates to himfelf, wiſely enough 
think, as by that means he gave his 
4c friends no reaſon to complain, for he 
< treated them all alike. But my great- 
— © grandfather always lived in high ſtate 
« and eſtimation, and died at the be- 
_ © « ginning of Henry the Eighth's reign, 
% when. my grandfather, a hare-brained 
% coxcomb, could think of nothing 
„better than going to France with 
* Henry to meet the French king. This 
on fellow 1 two, nay three manors 
upon 
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upon his own and his followers backs, 


and returned not a whit wiſer, but a a 


« oreat deal poorer.— Then my father 
married a handſome young woman, 


who was my mother. She was a 


very extravagant perſon, and had a 
little good blood in her veins too, 
« though not a penny in her pocket; 
« but mind, I allege nothing againſt 
« her but her extravagance. She had 


a manor left her by my father, poor 
ec man! in her own diſpoſal ; and what 
c did ſhedo, but ſpend every farthing of 
« jt in junketting and fine clothes. 80 


you ſee there were four [ calling. 


% over their names upon his fingers] 


good manors gone. If they had been. 


6 fought away inch by inch, or loſt by 
. any misfortune, or divided by having 


« large families, it would not have 


& yexed me; but for four or five gene- 


" rations back we have had only one 
05 | « ſor. 


%. 
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e fon till this preſent time, and I have 
* two children. I have yet a good 
« eſtate, it is true, which I do not live 
4 up to; and I reſide in this great houſe 
cc becauſe 1 was born here; I love ie, 
1 and would not leave it on any ac: 
& count; but the pride and pleaſure 
Of my life would be, to get my four 
* manors back again; for which reaſon 
6 «I am bagging up my money, /in caſe 
any of them ſhould. come to be 
15 fold.” | | 


* But you ls not recolled, my dear 
ce Mr. Green,” ſaid his wife, < that 
= my fortune bought two of them 

« back. Odſo, ſo it it did,“ he re- 
plied; © well, I did not think of that 
_ «+ faith; then there remain two loſt, 
and two of the beſt and moſt conve- 
'<.nient, for they join the home eſtate ; 
N a 15 I could. but get them back 
| 0h again, 


* oe 
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«again, I ſhould be the happieſt fellow 
& living.“ : 
6 Why. ail: you, my dear ſir, fret 
« yourſelf,” L aſked.. © You-acknow- 
<-ledge that. you have more than you. 
« ſpend ;. and believe me, if you could. 
to- morrow purchaſe the land you. 
< wiſh, yet ſuch is the imperfection of. 
« human nature, that you would want. 
more. I have heard that every per- 
60 ſon wants ten thouſand marks.” — 
% Well, and I believe ten thouſand. 
+. marks, with what I have, would pur- 
e chaſe: them.“ But could. you, if. 
“you had dem, lay your hand upon. 
6c. your heart, and ſay, I am contented, 
0 I am happy ?”—* To be ſure I. 
00 could, my: good laſs,” "2 was his Ol 


2 But, my jp fi, * me caſt. ups 
bh an you t ; * you do not 


38 4 J. 
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want money; you have your farm, 


cc your garden, your hor ſes, of which 5 


4 you are extremely fond. Have you 


not an amiable wife, ſon, and daugh- 


. , * ter?—If you have too much time, 


_ < why do you not hawk, fiſh, and follow 
© the ſetting dog? You like this place 
better than any ſpot in the world; 


«« you have a large domain for your 


. field fports ; you are beloved by your 


< neighbours, and have excellent 
health; but you want oppoſition ; for 
« inſtance, if a litigious attorney were 


* to ſettle in the neighbourhood ——"* 


«would ſend him to the devil di- 


 « rely,” he replied; © if ſuch a ve- 
* nomous creature were to eome within 


ten miles of us, myſelf and my 
<« neighbours would be ruined inevi- 
e tably. 400 to me, I ſhould be * 


* W 2 1 
| Then, 
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ee Then, my dear fir, value your 
« happineſs; for I really never heard 
« of any man being in poſſeſſion of ſo 
« e as yourſelf,” 


But is it not very provoking, my 
4 dear laſs, that we ſhould loſe ſo much 

„ of our land in ſo fooliſh a manner? 1 
« am ſure that if there were ſuch a thing 
«as a ghoſt, my great-grandfather 
e who built this place would have 
« hurled half the battlements of it at 
“his booby ſon's head, for having 
e fooled away his money in finery for 
France, ſhoeing his horſes with 
* filver, and ſticking feathers in his 
* noddle, for I am ſure nature ſtuck no 
« brains there, the more the pity for 
„ thoſe who came after him! And 
< there was my mother too, my lady 
* mother; ſhe mult be for ever jaunting 

* e and could not ride three mules. 

| M7 forſooth : 
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6 forſooth. without having four- or hve 
men in green, after her with ſilver 
ce badges, and a young damſel or two 
* to attend her, upon palfreys with 
e handſome furniture and trappings. 
That was the way her money went; 
&« and then ſhe uſed to be ſo. delighted 
« when folks ſaid, There goes queen 
& Green, which was the nickname ſhe 
6 was amen en n 


4 85 You: always mention your en 
« ſo diſreſpectfully! ſaid Mrs. Green. 
e What does it matter how. ſhe ſpent 
<« her money? it. was her own.“ If 
« I do mention her diſreſpe&fully, my 
& dear wife, it is only among friends; 
for I would knock down any man 
who ſhould dare to ſay a thing to her 
< diſcredit.— But I have a right; and 
let me tell you, it was a great miſ- 
* 'farcune that the had it in her. power 
'3 e The 


„ 2 
8 
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to play the fool.” —* Oh, we have 
<« enough, my dear Mr. Green, we have 
« enough for ourſelves and our chil- 
« dren after us !”—* Fine talking that, 
* my dear ; and you, Miſs Yelverton, 
4 defire me to hawk, to fiſh, and to 
« ſet; but I do not like any of thoſe + 
-< amuſements. Hunting, courſing, 
t pardening, and farming, are all my 


joy.“ : 


„ We went on happily, and Anna 
< and myſelf having ſeen a grotto at a 
« gentleman's houſe were anxious to 
cc have one. We talked of nothing 
« elſe» the remainder of the winter; 
« and Mr. Henry Green, having come 
« home for the vacation, encouraged 
cc us, by relating wonders of a grotto - 

cc which he had ſeen in Oxfordſhire, 
He was a very delicate young man, 
« and reſembled. his mother. Mr. 


cc Green 
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<« Green was fond of him, and looked 
<« up to him to carry the name and 
« fame of the Greens to ſucceeding ge- 
ec nerations. Vet he loved his daughter 
© better, for ſhe was much more lively, 
* and would have made a much better 
4e ſquire than her brother. He was 
« timid and indolent ; the heat, the 
cold, the wind, and the ſun, were 

ce continually putting him out of his 
« way. He could give an opinion of 
« his mother's work, and it was always 

« judicious. When 1 played upon the 
ce Jute he would accompany me; he 
was of great uſe too. in arranging the 
« flower pots, and had procured from 
« a lady of his acquaintance ſome ex- 


: * cellent receipts for beautifying the 
«ſkin. He would procure us books, 


* xead to us, and was as fond of an 

_ « adyenturous love-ſtory as his mother. 
| «In ſhort, as he never interrupted us 
75 "oh in 


* 
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« jn our amuſements, but often aſſiſted 


« us, we liked him much. A hunting- 
© match, however, a long walk, or a 
ce morning's gardening, were pleaſures 
« of too robuſt a nature for his con- 


«© ſtitution, His hand was white, and 


« his form flim and delicate; he paid 


« great attention to his external appear- 
i ance, and was extremely fond of the 


te idea of a grotto ;. he drew plans, and 
ce from his friends procured ſhells, ſpar, 
« Nc. & . As winter was the ſeaſon 
4 for collecting moſſes, he allowed us 

« to go about that buſineſs by our- 
« ſelves; but was of wonderful uſe in 
« affiſting us to dry and arrange them 
in a room given up for that pur- 
c poſe: | 


ce The next confideration was, a place 


< proper to build or rather to ſink this 


« grotto in. Our flower-garden was 
F too 
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too ſmall, and we had not even a 
« wiſh to diſturb Mr. Green's cabbages 
and gooſeberries. One day, when we 
were ing about it, Mr. Green 


* ſaid, „ There is a place in. the park 


here my great-grandfather built a 
4 banqueting houſe; my father pulled 
it down, hiking, I ſuppoſe, as I do, 
« that it was a mark of his folly; and 
«ſo it was, ſure enough. I remember 
6 hearing ſome of the old ſervants, 

44 who have been long dead and gone, 
- © ſay, that there were arches under it, 
« to ſit in when the weather was hot. 
cc Lou may have that, and do what you 
© like with it; and the four or five old 
s oaks will make it melancholy enough. 


But did 1 tell you of a report, that 


« one of my manors is upon fale? 
« Could I but get the money, what a 
« clever thing it would be?“ 


— 


* 
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have not ſettled with you yet, my 
« dear ſir; myſelf, my man, my maid, 
« and my horſes, have been living with 
« you for years; and not one farthing 
« have I paid.” 
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« Why, you are a great cater, my 


« laſs, and 2. great drinker; and as 


« this houſe is ſo extremely ſmall, you 
e muſt be very much in our way. But 
et me aſk you one queſtion : Do you 
not read and work with my wife? 
« Do. you not play muſick, garden, and 
teach Anna many things? Do you 


« not like to fee my farm, my cattle, 


and above all my horſes; and don't 
4 you talk a great deal to me about 
e theſe things, and very much to the 
* purpoſe? And is not this enough for 
te the board of yourſelf and your maid, 
and the keep of your horſes ?”” 


* But, 


— — — 8 
. — — => — A 1 
— 8 . + 

- : = — <2 7 3 — 4 * CY 

. XD ELLIS — = 1 V * 

. , wr — 
7 Z — — » : = — 
5 — 1 5 q 


nm nes, . * 
"+ A — 
b os re ee EEE 
WV 5 . r W I 
L . oil” x 2 T a 
= 5 E a 


140 THE wrren, >AND THE 


yOu But, Mr. Green, if you would let 
& me pay, it would aſliſt in purchaſing 
« what you wiſh.” — © No,” he re. 
4 plied, «I will never buy land in that 
« way. Yet ſhould the manor be really 
to be ſold, and I ſhould want money, 
e if you would lend me a little I ſhould 
* 'be much N to you.” OY 


41 had written erer to my 
| * Iſabella, but received no anſwer. 
64 drooped when I thought you neglect. 
* ed my friendſhip; and fancy fre- 


4 quently told me, that my ſuppoſed 


, elopement with fir William Coniers 
te was the cauſe of your filence. Theſe 
te reflections frequently "_ me > mile- 
ce n, 39 Ca | 


« 1 nad a ſum of money by me, and, 
L all my valuable jewels; and, in the 
« Utuation I was now in, ſpent little; 

but 
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« but before we began the grotto I 
i bargained that I ſhould defray all the 


« expences, and do it in my own way. 


« Mr. Green ſtood ſtoutly againſt it, 
« and wanted Anna to be at half the 
«© expence. On thoſe conditions I 
would have nothing to do with it; 
«and at laſt I got the better. We 
60 procured labourers to clear the buſhes 
with which it was overgrown, to re- 
te move the rubbiſh, and open a little 
e rivulet, choaked by ſedge and ruſhes; 
« and as the water trickled down a de- 
« clivity we were in hopes of forming 


* ſomething like a caſcade. After a 


« fortnight's labour we diſcovered a 
« Gothic arch very much ornamented, 
© which we beheld with! wonderful 


« pleaſure, as it was the fineſt entrance 


« imaginable for our grotto. We ran 
« to Mr. Green, and begged that he 
« would pay us a viſit. We ſhewed 
: - 55 him 
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« him the arch. Aye,” '  faid. he, 
more proofs ef my great grand. 
„ father's folly and extravagance ; ſo 
s the money went; ſo it went; and if! 
6 had not given it to you, my laſſes, I 
< would lay a train of gunpowder and 
cc blow it up | to-morrow; nothing 
e ſhould remain of my great grand- 
* father's folly, but that great pile of 
4 ſtone the houſe; and that I love only 
„ bpbecauſe I was born there, and had ſo 
much pleaſure in running in the gal- 
“ leries when I was young, and find- 
* ing birds neſts in the park. I re- 
member that in the place where we 
now ſtand was a pretty run of water 
« at that time, where I uſed to catch 
„ gudgeons; and many a time have 
“ drank out of my cap here in a hot 
day; but that is all paſt and gone, 
and yet I remember it juſt as well as if 
+166 it were but yeſterday; ; and many and 
3 cc many 
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« many a time have I ſlipped the grey- 


< hounds in the park at the hares when 


ce out of ſeaſon, and hid thoſe theykilled; 


© but boys will be boys. And when 1 


c was in love, I uſed to fit under theſe 
ce trees and figh, I hardly knew why 


« or wherefore, and was as whimfical 


as an ape. I can't think to this day 


« [turning to Anna], what your mother 


«married me for; ſhe was a lord's 
daughter, had a good fortune, was 
% wonderfully handſome; and I was 


ce always an out-of-the-way fellow. 


But you were a handſome fellow,“ 
« ſaid Anna, had a good fortune and a 
„good temper ; and, I ſuppoſe, as ſhe 


& was turned of thirty, ſhe thought 


«the __ as well have you as ny 
-M other.“ * 


ce Now . have hit it, my laſs, you 
9 have hit it; but if ſhe had been 
--. © qurmned 
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* turned of forty, and as good * 
* moured as ſhe was, I ſhould have 
< loved her juſt as well.” _ 


| 7 We told Mrs. Green of Our ſuc. - 


e ceſs in finding the Gothic arch, which 


I declared was the fineſt ſpecimen of 
< that kind of architecture that I had 
ce ever ſeen. . My dear,“ ſaid Mr. 


Green, if I had not given that ſpot 
to thoſe laſſes for their pleaſure, 1 
would have demoliſhed it in five 
& minutes. —* That would ſurely have 
been a great pity, Mr. Green; be- 


„ ſides, you know Henry has taken a 
great deal of pains in draving plans 


and collecting materials. Well, 
well,“ he replied, none of you find 


ce fault with my pleaſures, and there- 


. « fore I ſhould do wrong to ſpeak 


<« againſt your's, when you do me no 


< harm. I ""w wiſh that beautiful 


1 8 een 
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60 « ſpecimen; as you call it, of my great- 
« grandfather's folly, had been at the 
bottom of the Red Sea before I had 
(6 been born.” 


ee We reſumed our work at the grot- 
ce to; and when we had got about ten 
. feet under the arch we diſcovered 2 
„ door with a very antique keyhole. 
« We conjectured that this might be a 
« place where they kept their wine, 
4 There is a large bunch of ſtrange 
ce « old. faſhioned keys,“ ſaid Anna, 
„ hanging in the lumber- room, and I 
« will fetch them.” We tried them 
„„all, but they would not do; we at- 
« tempted to force the lock, but that 
ce was impoſlible ; for it was ſtrongly 
* ironed by croſs bars, I wiſhed Mr. 
“Green to ſee it. © No,” ſaid Anna, 
« let this be an adventure of our owns 
9 When our curioſity is ſatisfied, then 

VOL, II. H « ſhew 
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« ſhew it him. We ordered the work- 
« men to bring their pick-axes ; they 
_ * began to lift and batter with all their 
« might, and after three hours hard 
« work they made a breach, and in 
« another half hour we could get in. 
* We looked, but every thing was 
o dark; we ſent a workman for can- 
= dles and a lanthorn, gave them mo- 
« ney, and ſent them home. We each 
 <«& lighted a candle, and put one in the 
© lanthorn; Anna went in firſt, and 

« ſtarted back. What is the matter? 
% what do you ſee?” —“ I thought,” 
46 replied ſhe, * I ſaw a man in a very 
« old dreſs.” —* How can you be ſo 
« ridiculous ! Why, my dear Ma. 
4c tilda, I am no more ſubject to fear 
te than you; but J think I ſaw a man in 
& an antique dreſs.” —* Let me go in; 
& J fear nothing.” I paſſed her, faw 
« the figure of a man in the robes of 
Tag: 6 the 


MAID OF HONOUR, 147 


ee the garter, and ſtopped. Anna then 


ce went forward, holding up the candle, 
c and ſaid, It is a figure in marble, 
« with the arms folded, and ſitting upon 


ce a pedeſtal.” I took courage and found 


« it was ſo; a very fine ring was upon 
ce the right thumb, and the order of 
« the garter about the neck. Upon 
ce the baſe of the pedeſtal was the fol- 
cc n inſcription: 2 


«This is the effigies of ür Edvard 
& Green, knight of the garter, and 
c privy. councillor to king Henry the 


Seventh. I had lived long, being in 


« my ſeventy-ſeventh year, when I de- 
6“ poſited this ſtatue here; and have 
„ been as happy as mankind are per- 
& mitted to be in this life; for the 
cc only diſquiet I have felt proceeds 
from the extravagance of my ſon. If 
any of my poſterity ſhould find this 

EH 2 « marble, 
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e marble, it would be gratifying to my 
« ſpirit, if it were poſlible for me to 
know that he conveyed it into the 
«c great hall; but if Thrapſton be in 
other hands, I requeſt, courteous 
«6 * ſtranger, that you will ſuffer it to 
« remain here, 

55 Ewan GREEN, K. G. 


« We walked to the houſe comment- 
<« ing upon this diſcovery, and inform- 
„ ed Mr. Green. Why now, my 
« laſſes, is not this all of a piece with 
< the life of this great-grandfather of 
& mine, this knight of the garter, of 
* whoſe folly I ſhall never fee an end? 

More ſtone coming to this great heap. 
„ Now 1 warrant that this marble buſt- 
e ſineſs coſt a hundred marks, or more; 
c“ aye, a great deal more; I ms put 
him into the church,” — © That 

ne would be improper, I think, my dear,” 
9 | i: | 
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ſaid Mrs. Green; for you know there 
e js already in the church a very mag- 
c nificent monument to his memory.“ 

" * Certainly,” added his daugh- 


« ter; © therefore do, my dear fir, let 


e the knight be brought here. Could he 
* know it, it certainly would give him 
ce pleaſure.”—*<* What nonſenſe is that 
e now !”” ſaid Mr. Green; „ did he not 
do every thing againſt me when he 


& was alive, though he did not know 
« that ſuch a perſon was to be born? 


et it was likely that he might have 
«© a great-grandſon, and therefore he 
« ſhould not have thrown away his 
% money ſo fooliſhly. No, no; he 
« ſhall ſtay where he is; I will have 
him blocked up to-morrow ;: there let 


« him be till another century; and if 


<« my great-grandſon ſhould chuſe to 
„lug him out, well and good.” 
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Indeed, my dear, you are wrong, 
, ſad Mrs. Green; © for I think it 
« would give great pleaſure to Henry 
| * to ſee him in the hall. You know 
© how fond he is of ſtatues; and let 

me tell you, it is no ſmall honour 
V 10 have had a great-grandfather who 
<« was a knight of the garter; and it 
< certainly might have an influence 
upon our ſon, to prevent his ever 
doing any thing that might diſgrace 
« his anceſtry.“ “ Well,” he faid; 
_ «well, I can trace my pedigree beyond 
« the Conqueſt; and yet I think at ſome 
time or other we muſt have kept 
« ſheep, or why am I ſo fond of farm- 
« ing ? Why,” I replied, © our 
« grandfather Adam did ſomething 
« like it, and you might inherit thoſe 
% inclinations from him; but if I had 
« the honour of being a relation to this 

60 * of the "wo" I ſhould cer- 
9 7M *« tainly 
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4 to- morrow.“ 


ce Well,” ſaid Mr. Green, I ſee 


« you are all againſt me; therefore 


"200 bring. him here to-morrow; but I 


« would rather you had found the 


' «-title-deeds-of a good manor that this 


fellow ſquandered.” 


The next morning the carpenters 


„ made. a frame, which they boarded 
over, and added four low wheels, to 


«4. convey the knight. The baſe had, 


from length of time, ſunk conſiders 


* ably into the earth; it was therefore 
with great labour placed upon the 
« carriage, and conveyed ſafe to the 
* hall-door, when Mr. Green made his 
c appearance. Have you brought 
« him, my lads?” ſaid he to the work- 
men. Fes, your honour, ſafe 
a H 4 " enough 


* tainly introduce him into the hall 
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| «© enough 30 but his worſhip i8 48 5 heavy 
© as lead; and it will take all our 

« ſtrengths to get him in.“. Well, 
come,“ ſaid Mr. Green, © lift away, -4 
et and ſet him down here,” They ſet 
it down. It does not look well; 
< take it up, and put it down Lamping 
e Hit foot] juſt here.” The ſtatue was 
<« again lifted up, when on a ſudden 
s the bottom of the baſe gaye way, and 
4 ſuch a quantity of gold coin fell out 
as aſtoniſhed. me. Mr. Green ſtood 
<« in ſilent admiration, and did not 
e finger. Now, fir, [taking 
* bald of his arm, ] you ſee why this 
< noble knight of the garter wiſhed to 
„come here.“ Aye, he replied 
„with a ſigh, and the tears ſtarting 
„ from his eyes; © aye, my laſs, I have 
all my life been a beer e 


60 « fellow.” py” 
| os 
; „ 3 Bags 
. 
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« Bags were brought, and the trea- 
e ſure ſafely conveyed away. What 
«can I do for you and Anna, if 
ce you won't let me pay: you?“ ſaid 
ce Mr. Green.—* Only, my dear fir, let 
te me remain in your houſe with your 
daughter and good Mrs. Green; for 
here I am happy.. You ſhall have 
«ſome pocket-picces, however,” ' ſaid 


«-he, and threw four or five handfulls. 


« of the money to Anna and me. 


ti 


c Mrs. Green was not at all elated 


« by this diſcovery ; neither do T'think 
ee that ſhe would have been much de- 
6 preſſed at loſing the ſame ſum, She 
©<went on with her chairs, cuſhions; 
* and ſcreens, as uſual, | Had ſhe, in- 
«'deed,, met with any ſerious misfor- 
«tune, to have forced her into active 


« life, it might have depreſſed her; 


4 hut 0 her time in a buſy kind of 
H 5 * © indolence, 
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_ «© indolence, entirely without care, be- 
& ing amuſed by entertaining books, 
and having good health, an eaſy tem- 
. per, and no ambition, ſhe was the 
_ «happieſt human — that 1 ever 
«« e . 


* When Mr. Green's joy had a little 
, ſubſided, and his villagers had de- 
« voured the beef and drank the ale 
ic that he gave them upon this occaſion, 
„he would pay the expences of the 
« grotto; he gave us alſo two acres at- 
„ tached to it, which we beautified, 
* and had a very tolerable caſcade. 
The manors were purchaſed, and an- 
« other- added to the original eſtate. 
One evening awaking from his nap, 
« What a wonderful thing it is,“ ſaid 
&« he, © that I, who have been abuſing 
this great-grandfather of mine for ſo 
A ck * _ find him at laſt 

"© the 
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& the greateſt friend I ever had in the 
« world | Providence certainly put into 
« your heads the deſire. of having a 
C protto ;. but how I came to fix upon 
te that place I know no more than the 
man in the moon. I think myſelf. 
« very rich now; yet I will live as I 
«like, and not be put out of my way; 
«that would kill. me; but I will give 
© more in charity, a great deal more 
than I uſed. to do, and I will exalt 
« the good old knight of the garter, 
66 for I will fix him on the top of my 
«© grand ſtaircaſe, cloſe to the door of 
ce the gallery where his picture with 
others of my anceſtors hang; and 
upon the baſe Iwill have a Latin in- 
4 ſcription, ſetting forth my gratitude 
* to him. Henry can contrive a Latin 
« inſcription. But I was moſt certainly 
mad for having that boy named Henry 
85 2 of Edward, when we have 

H 6 t had 
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had ſo many Edwards in our family P. 
there Was one as far back as the Con, 

„ feſſor's time. What a blockhead- 
have I et 5 I would now give 
<« a thouſand marks that his name bot 

ec been Edward. Don't went 


<« yourſelf, my dear,” ſaid Mrs. Green; 
f « Henry is a very good name.“ — 
„Why, my dear wife, it is no torment 
< at all to me, but a very great plea- 
« ſure, to abuſe myſelf when I think I 
„am wrong; which, as it has turned 


out, I ee was whew our ſon 
was named.” Od ee 
” « T7 5 A Mr. Green,” 1 

'<« ſaid to him one evening, & that you 
< never enquired concerning my fa- 
<« mily.”'—<* Why, I bad other matters 
to mind,“ he replied ; I never in 
t my lite -troubled-, myſelf with other 
«6 * folks, not I.] have often wiſhed 
WS. tQ 


c to know,” ſaid Mrs. Green, cc but 
« forbore enquiry from motives of de- 
* * 


2 I began my narrative, "and the mo- | 
«© ment it was finiſhed, he ſaid, © F ö 
« never was at court in all my life; but 
« now, old as I am, I will go with 
« you, throw myſelf at the queen's. 
« feet, and. petition her to make you 
4 counteſs of Eflex.”—< My dear fir, 
« do not think of ſuch a thing! Be- 
« ſide, you forget that ne queen has 
« been dead ſome years.” — True,” 
0 he replied, e very true; I did noe 
think of that, though I recollect it 
ce now you. mention it. But do, my 
dear laſs, do marry fir William Co- 
< niers! It would give me great plea- 
« ſure if you would but have pity upon 
« him; and he is as fine a looking fel- 
« low as ever I ſaw in my life?» 1 - 

£5 « told 3 
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„„ told him that I was abſolutely deter- 


« mined againſt it; that my great object 
ce was, to keep my birth a ſecret, and to 
« enquire as much as poſlible concern - 
& ing my dear Iſabella Markham.“ 
*«* Oh,” ſaid he, there are a- great: 


many fine folks coming to lord 


c Vaux's, whom we ſhall ſee; but I: 
ce had better. leave enquiries of that ſort 
to you women, for I ſhould certainly 
e. make ſome: blunder. po. 55 

1 We | eh : of the company at: 
lord Vaux's, but could get no other 


intelligence of Iſabella Markham, 


« than that ſhe was married, but no 
« one could tell to whom: There was 


ein the party an officer who had been 


« ſerving in Ireland; and I begged 


« Mrs, Green would enquire after fir 


« William Comers. He faid, that he 
& was a fine young man, a good officer, 
3 Le 5 35 6 and | 
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« and 'much beloved by the corps he be- 
„ Jonged to; that he believed he was 
ce ſtill in Ireland, where his eſtates, he 
ce underſtood, were very conſiderable ; 
« that he had not been well educated, 
e but had: taken pains to ſupply that 
ec defect, by ſtudying cloſely, and taking 
« the advice of able perſons. We re» 
c joiced at the proſpect of his being in 
« a ſituation to enjoy his fortune pro- 
e | | 


0 Mrs. Green, Anna 3 and myſelf. 5 
% were one day ſitting at work in our 


4 grotto, when we heard Mr. Green 
< talking in a loud and cheerful voice; 


* and as he came nearer he ſaid, « ] 
« will ſhew *em- you, I will ſhew'em 
© you.” Anna looked out, and faid, 
« My father has got a very genteel 
„young man with him.” We kept at 
* our work, and in five minutes fir 


„William 


6 ůůůůů—ů ů 0 
A — — ww ADP I Cd 7 7 ** 
1 : —— — Y — 5 


1 THE WITCH, AND THE: 


ee William Coniers ſtood before us 
ks. ſame face, the ſame figure, but 
<« in his addreſs much improved. Mr. 
“Green was almoſt out of his ſenſes 
„ with: joy. © This is: the man, this 
«is he, my lafles, whom you will be 
ot; 10 glad to ſee. Here, he has beaten 
«the wild Iriſh, and is now a captain, 
« I can tell you that.” Then giving 
. ſignificant. nod, © he is come to 
“e aſk you a queſtion, Matilda. Is not. 
that true, fir William ?*—< I am 
te come, ſir,” he anſwered, © to pay 
% my reſpects to you and theſe ladies, | 
« which I ſhould have done — 
« ſooner had my duty permitted. 
ec I have told him,” faid Mr. = 
«that I knew he was not your brother; 


FO. he -was ſomewhat ſhy the laſt time I. 


« ſaw him; but cannot wonder at it; z. 
fon though a man may be doing right, 

e if he be doing things ſecretly, he 
„„ « can't. 


— 
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« can't be perfectly eaſy I think; but 
« I never tried, having never had any 
e occaſion for a ſecret in all my life, 
« and I hope I never ſhall; but now 
“he is come fair and above board, as 
« fir William Coniers, we will be joy- 
« ful; the great bald-faced buck, 
« which I have kept for ſome great 
« occaſion, ſhall die; to · morrow he 
« dies.“ ; 


„The bald-faced buck: was, killed, 
«and the houſe filled for a fortnight 
e with muſick, dancing, and every kind 
« of amuſement. At times, I had a 
te little converſation with fir William, 
6 who, informed me, that he had not 
9 ſeen his mother; that the affair be- 
« tween her and lord Savage was gone 
« off; that he found, on inſpecting his 
property in Ireland, and correſponding 
with his e in England, that his 
6 ** cltates, 


( 
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ee eſtates were much larger than he had 
te any idea of; that he did not with to. 
2 prevent his mother having whatever 


* money ſhe had vecaſion for, beſide } 


« her jointure; for ſhe is my mo- 
ther,“ he added ſighing,, and my 
heart muſt ever Ne her as 
«-ſuch.” He then hoped that my ſen. 
« timents-were een, to him. 
« I aſſured him they were not; that 


e had a fixed determination never 


g © to marry ;: that marriage had been 
very unfortunate to my father; that 
be loſt the protection of his family 


* by marriage; that my mother was 


< equally unhappy in that ſtate; and I 
& was. therefore determined to try whe- 
ther a life of: celibacy would prove 


more fortunate: to me; that I was 


8 © reſolved to find whether humility 
ce. would inſure ſecurity, or content: 
&. "happmaels: 3. that I. ſhould. ever con-- 


&.fider: 
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« fider him as one of my beſt friends; 
« and if my ſincereſt regard was of any 


„value to him, I begged he would 
« never mention the ſubject more; that 


« he once did me the honour to con- 
« ſider me as his ſiſter, and if he would 
« ſtill allow me to have ſuch a claim 
upon his affections, I ſhould be 
« happy; that the houſe was full of 
© agreeable young women, and I wiſhed 
« he would think ſeriouſly of one of 


them. He called me cruel, and fo 


forth; but all to no purpoſe 3 ; I was. 
« not to be moved. ROE Tis wg 


was glad when the houſe began 


to clear from the croud of viſitors, 
„that we might again enjoy ourſelves 
ag uſual. We reſumed our work, 
“ walks, rides, books, and garden, and 


were 398 happy. 


& One 
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„ One evening; after. ſapper, Mr. 
« Green ſaid, © Sir William, now that 


A theſe cruel wars are over, -I hope you 


„will ſettle, live in the country, marry 
e and do good, and be a juſtice of 
* peace.””—* Are you in the commil- 
“ ſion, ſir? he aſked. © Why, no, 
« I am not; I never had a turn for ſuch 
things; but I think it right for all 
* that. Iam a kind of idle fellow, yet 
always buſy; and as 1 find I have 
« hardly time to get through my own 
buſineſs, I ſhould not like to be 
„ plagugd with that of the county. 
ce Beſide, I could not go to a dull 
< quarter: ſeſſions upon a fine hunting 
« morning; to ſit upon the bench when 
ee the ſcent lay breaſt-high, would not 
6 dg for me; I ſhould loſe my health; 
and my farm, my garden, and above 
c“ all my ſtud, would be quite neglected, 
& and ny thing about me run to 

, „ruin. 
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e ruin. No, I ſhould loſe the pleaſure 


« of theſe things, and get in return 


« what would be very diſagreeable ; but 
« you are young, and if you begin in 


« a different way from what I did, things 


« will go ſmooth enough with you; for 
« what I do, is from being uſed to it; 
«and every thing, when we come to 
« think about it, is habit; it is all habit, 
© my dear fir, I am ſure of it; and 
« people may juſt as well get into good 
« as bad, or bad as, good ones; for 
«it is nothing more than making a 
„law with themſelves at ſetting-off. 


Now when I was a young man, I 


remember, I ſomehow or other caught 


e myſelf, that is, I was rather inclined 
« to take too much of the bottle and 
% tankard ; and ſo I conſidered ſeriouſly 
ce of the matter, and at laſt made a vow 
to drink only ſo much a day for one 

. © year. 
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e year. I think I was at that time jul 
<< three-and-twenty, Well, I ſtuck to 
* it, and have never ſince taken a drop 
„ more. They joked me a little at 
«fiſt; but when they found me ob. 
* inate {for I was born obſtinate), they 
ce let me do as I would, and I have 
* never had any more trouble about it. 


« You are perfectly right, fir,” ſaid fir 
% William; there is nothing ſo com. 
108 wie as being firm in our reſo 
e lutions ; for nothing can be well done 
«© without it.“ You do not ſeem to 
« underſtand me, my dear fir; mine is 
40 not reſolution ; I never was reſolute; 
but it is all natural obſtinacy, for 
there is no turning me if I once ſet 
& on ;—but I always endeavour to con- 
e ſider, and turn the thing in my mind 
_ © twenty times, aye, and twenty to that, 
«© before I do it or let it alone.” — 
„That 
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« That is extremely proper, re- 


te turned fir William; “and 1 hope 1 ſhall 


« profit by your example.” —* Thank 
you, fir; our high-flying folks are very 
« apt to laugh at James Green; but I 
<« have made up my mind, and therefore 


do not regard them.“ 


% Another month elapſed, and I ſaw 
« with pleaſure that fir William ſhewed 
« a great partiality for Anna. At 
te length, he diſcovered the ſtate of his 
« heart to Mrs. Green, who referred 


him to her daughter; the daughter 


« did not ſtart any inſuperable objec- 
« tions, and it was then thought right 


„ to acquaint Mr. Green; but as he 


treated all ſorts of ſubjects differently 
from other people, and was, as him- 
e ſelf acknowledged, intolerably obſti- 
nate, fir William did not well know 
" "un to begin. At laſt he made me 

ä „ his 
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« his confidant, and I Abel to 
2M give Mr. Green a hint of the mat. 
„ ters for he thought of his own af. 
fairs ſo much, that they might have 
made love a dozen years, and he 
c would never have obſerved it. 


« Riding with him the next day about 
* his farm, 15 took occaſion to ſay a 
40 great many handſome things of fir 
« William Coniers, in which he agreed, 
« and expreſſed his ſurprize that J 
ce would not marry him.— I aſſured him 
« ] was as obſtinate as himſelf, and had 
* taken a reſolution never to marry; 
but that I knew fir William was in 
ce love, nay, that he would marry ſoon, 
«if the father of the lady would give 
ce His conſent; and then deſired he | 
would gueſs at the perſon. —He men- 
« tioned a dozen names, but all were 
* wrong z at W I told him,—< Oh, 


60 it 
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« jt can't be true, my dear laſs; 3 ſuch a 
« fine young man, with ſuch” a noble 
« fortune!” I aſſured him it was ſo, 
« and that fir William had made me 
« his ambaſſador upon the occaſion.— 
« He ſtopped his horſe, took off his 
hat, wiped his face, and looked ex- 
« tremely grave ; then clapped on his 
« hat, returned his handkerchief into 
« his-pocket, and rubbed his eyes.— 
Are you joking, or am I in a dream?” 
] affured him that I was ſerious, and 
© that he was perfectly awake.—** Then 
what ſays Anna?“ I could not tell; 
« for I was to get his permiſſion for fir 
ce William to aſk her. —Aye, as ſoon as 
ce he will; but I think it is going ſome- 
© how a roundabout way to court the 
« old man firſt. I ſhould not like that, 
« if I were a young woman. Why, 
6e before I ſaid a ſingle word to lord 
« Vaux, his daughter and I had ſettled 
JJ ©. 
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« it; and if the old nobleman had re- 
< fuſed» me, I ſhould have ſtolen her 
« out of the window. But when will he 
e aſk her? I hope the girl will not be 
„ ſuch a fool as to refuſe him; I hope 

«not, for I ſhould not like to ſay, You 
<<. mut, you ſhall have him; becauſe the 

* buſineſs is to laſt for life, ſo it would 
not be right. Perhaps as you have 
« refuſed him, ſhe will; but if ſo, I 

" We be ſorry, very ſorry indeed.“ 
, Then may I tell fir William you 


=. bar it?“ By all means, my 


dear, by all means.“ 


« We entered the houſe juſt as din- 
ner was ſerving, and went almoſt 
immediately into the eating · room. 
« Two or three neighbouring gentle. 
* men fat down with us; but Mr. 
* Green, contrary to his uſual cuſtom 


« 58 minding — own buſineſs, and 
c eating 


IS bbs — 


q 
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« eating the beef of his own breeding, 


ce was watching Anna and fir William 
«« Coniers. Finding that he looked at 
<< her,” and that ſhe kept her eyes 


et averted, he did not ſeem to like it. 
At laſt, Why, Anna, look at fir 


„William; don't you think that dreſs 


of his very pretty? — Tes, the had 


e admired it before.“ Well now, to 
«pleaſe me, look at it again. What, 


«are you afraid to look a young man 
in the face? I am ſure you will find 


c nothing in his countenance to fright 


* you.“ I was vexed. When Mrs. 


ce Green ſaid to her huſband, Shall T 


e give you ſome chicken?“ Ves 
< no; give ſome to Anna and fir Wil- 
<.lam.”—< I want to help you, my 


<« dear,” ſaid Mrs. Green; „ fir Wil- 


iam and Anna will take care of 
« themſelves. I with they may with 
all my heart, [rubbing- his hands]; 
211; 755 „ | « I hope 


—— 
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J hope they will, , for 1 it ; woul 
* e arb 1 4 ons 


ulc oY 


my * ” % "> - ; 
” VV, * 
, # F d £2 > 
£ cr at 
14 


66 10 turn hs attack I ſaid to 


* a-gentleman who ſat next me, It is 


* ſ fine a day, that you muſt have 
« found it ens riding, fir.” —< Very 


+ much ſo, he replied; for I met 


5 Miſs Green and fir William Coniers, 


e and took a round with them.“ 
How unlucky that was!” ſaid Mr. 


„Green; © I would: have ere ä 


thing if that had not happened.“ 
« What, fir?” ſaid the gentleman. 


« Why, that you had not met them,” 


returned Mr. Green; © for I believe 


« fir, [in @ loud. whiſper,] they had 


« ſomething to ſay to each other.“ 
If I had known that, ſir, ſaid the 
* gentleman in the ſame key, I would 
have ridden forty miles the other 
3 * think,” a Mrs. Green, 


* this ; 


7 . + 
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«this veniſon is as good as that of your 
hald - faced -buck, but not fo fat. 
Nothing likeit, my dear,“ returned Mr. 
« Green; but if I had lagen as much 
then as I do now — ] under 
ſtand you, fir, « ſaid 1 eee 
% you would have kept it for a better 
* purpoſe. Mr. Green laughed violent- 
ly; ſaid, he was the clevereſt fellow 
« in the whole county at taking a hint; 
and ſhook hands with him acroſs two 
«others. Happy was it for Anna 


c when we eſcaped from table, for we 


had never ſeen Mr. Green in ſuch a 
% humour before. a 
The next day fir William made his 
ec offer in due form, and was accepted 
< by the lady, to the great joy of her 
« father. Sir William then left us to 
<« go into Suſſex, and was to return to 
< Thrapſton in a month. A fortnight 
2 — pbrought 


* 


* 
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brought letters from him to Mr. 
Green, Anna, and myſelf. The 


e firſt reſpected ſettlements; the ſe- 
* cond, ' conclude, was a love- letter; 2 


tand mine, an effuſion of friendſhip. 
«'[t told me that he had converſed with 


his mother concerning her conduct 


* towards me; that nothing but her 


« being his mother ſhould make him 


* with her crimes might be hid as much 
</2g poſſible from the world; that he 


«© found her health very indifferent; and 


„that ſhe was confined to her apart- 
„ment; that the ſeemed to grow pro- 
6 greſſively worſe, had opened her 


„ whole heart to him, and told him 


« that lord Montacute was till ſeeking 
< my life; that he knew where I was 
te concealed, and the name J went by, 
e and was determined to take me un- 


awares, and confine me in a convent 
in France for life. The letter, there- 


70 + fore, 
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“ fore, adviſed me by all means to ſeek 
«an were with his relation the en | 
. York. ic 


« I determined to go to Vork, but 
« firſt to conſult my friends. We held 
% council, and it was agreed that 1 
e ſhould ſet out in the night; but how 
< to get there without a guide! Luckily, 
one of Mrs. Green's ſervingmen had 
« mother there, who kept a little 
„ ſhop; and he wanted to ſettle with 
< her, but had not money ſufficient. 
„This man I ſpoke to, and aſked him 
© what it would take to ſet him up well 
in buſineſs. He ſaid, fifty marks. I 
« told him that I would purchaſe his 
* ſecrecy at a hundred. He replied by 
„ ſaying, that it was too much money 
« for: an lioneſt ſeeret; and if it were 
« not an honeſt one, he would not 
< Keep it for a thouſand. I told him, 
TT £4: -: he 
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* he ſhould engage in nothing that was 

« wrong; but the truth was, I had 
enemies who ſought my life, and 1 
« wanted to fly from them to the con- 
« vent at Vork; that he muſt be ſecret 
e in the family, and ſay that I was going 
a journey to ſee ſome friends in Lon- 
„ don. —My faithful Mary, who had 
< ſtayed with me during all the happy 
<« years. I remained under Mr. Green's 
0 hoſpitable roof, agreed to truſt her 
« fortune with mine; and I was pre- 
te paring to leave thoſe amiable friends 


** with tears and regret. 


4 „ We areſled Ls like the lower 
<* order of country people; and on 
<« the third of October, at. twelve at 
< night, left Thrapſton, and travelled 
« as far as we could till day-break ; 
« then ſtopped at a little inn, where 


Sour guide had . to ſay that we 
e wele 


md 
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«. were his couſins, and were going to 
o& eee eren, 


6 „The eee which poſſeſſed my 
e mind at this time were very bitter. 
& ] was. leaving thoſe for whom I had 
< the greateſt affection; I was going to 
< a.convent, which I. perſuaded. myſelf. 
ce was inhabited by. the daughters of diſ- 
es content; I was ſufficiently miſerable 
* myſelf, and therefore cheerful ſociety 
FM would have been more agreeable to 
me. Though the ſeaſon of the year 
« was extremely beautiful, from the 
ce variegated foliage, yet the leaves every 
moment falling to the ground with: 
the leaſt breath. of air, inſpired” me- 
e lancholy ideas. The whole vegetable 
& creation: Was. ſinking into repoſe, to · 
di ſpring; again more freſh and beautiful 
in a few months: but it is- not ſo 
Sith the children of men. — The hap- 
1:5. ny "ow 
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- © pieſt mortal muſt feel the weight of 
years and its attendant infirmities; 
ce the-rich man is loth to quit his poſ- 
n ſeſſions at a time when we ſhould 
“ imagine he would be glad to repoſe 


« of attaining a ſtate where joy and 
peace endure for ever. Then why 
did not 1 remain at Thrapſton; why 
« not give myſelf up to thoſe who 
„„ withed my death?” Its pangs are ge- 
„ nerally of ſhort duration; why then 
& fly from what muſt happen? I might 
ebe called away by a fever, or an ac- 
« 3 _ OP a N man?” . 


— 4 « Theſe refleQtions; W could 
« not eradicate the principles of ſelf- 
« preſervation ſo ee 858 in 
« our nature. - 
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60 © We arrived at York much fatigued; 
« and I went immediately to the con- 


« vent. The next day I felt greater 


< regret than I thought it was poſſible 
& ] could in a ſafe ſituation. The idea 
« of being immured between walls 
* cauſed very diſagreeable ſenſations ;. 
ce and I began to think a convent by no 
« means ſuited to my diſpoſition. 
The abbeſs received me with s 
<< great deal of politeneſs ;. ſaid, ſhe had 
« received a letter from fir William 
4 Coniers, which informed her of the 


« death of his mother, whom ſhe had 


« always eonſidered as a very ſelfiſk 
« woman, both in regard to her ſor 


and the world in general; that ſhe 


« could not deplore her death on that 


account, but was happy in hearing 


that ſhe departed a true penitent. 


16 „ 
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E The abbeſs ſeemed about ſeventy, 
ce was. extremely grave and majeſtic, 
ec © but had a kind of ſeverity in her look 
60 which did not pleaſe me; yet ſhe 
« had at the ſame time a benignity. of 
ec * countenance, which thoſe frequently 
ec acquire who have been long ſequeſ- 
« tered. from the world, and whoſe 
<6 thoughts are. intenſely fixed upon a 
better; nor did the ſeverity ſeem to 
ao proceed from ill temper, ſo much as 
44 from a conſciouſneſs of her ſtation, 
1 which obliged her in the moſt trifling 
< inſtances, to enforce. obedience. Her 
e name was Howard. She aſked me 
« if I came as a novice or as a boarder. 
«.[ anſwered, as a boarder who wanted 
e an aſylum and a protectreſs that I 
2 threw myſelf upon her benevolence 
4 © for both, and that I was a pro- 


« eſtant, —She looked extremely grave, 
© and 


MAID OF HN R. 187 


« and faid, that fir William Coniers had 


« not mentioned that circumſtance.— 


« I told her, I was a perſecuted being, 
but not poor; that I was able to pay 
what ſhe ſhould think proper for my- 
« ſelf and attendant; and I wiſhed to 
« have a ſeparate apartment, except 
cc at meals. She nodded aſſent.— 
Though you are a proteſtant,“ ſaid 
& ſhe, © which is what I did not ex- 
% pet, yet you mult wear the ſame 
ce habit as the catholick young women 
ce who are boarders.” I had no ob- 
« jection. © You mult attend maſs re- 
« gularly, and not go beyond the walls 
« of the convent, nor receive any vi- 
« fitors, except in my parlour.” I 
« agreed. Have you a voice, or 
« any knowledge in muſick?” I had 
« been taught muſick as well as to 
“ ſing to the lute, and could accom- 
4 pany, or ſing to an accompaniment 

” ot 
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. fight. She gave me her bene 
Ws diction a was ſatisfied. 


46 When 1 had bein a recluſe near 
« five years, the abbeſs was very earneſt 
„with me to take the veil, which 
4 evaded as much as poſſible. I 
«© know your | ſtory from your birth, 
„Matilda, and as a woman of honour 
ee will give you my protection; but I 
« am old, and my time in this world 
&« is ſhort. Who may be my ſucceſſor, 
«I know not; lord Montaeute is a ca- 
„ tholick, and the perſon who may fill 
4 my chair may not be honeſt. You 
«© may be privately. and forcibly taken. 
from hence, and never more heard 
« of. Therefore, my daughter, embrace 
« our holy religion, and take the veil. 
«You will then be happy and. fafe 
« from perſecution. TI feel myſelf not 
4. well; . as you have conducted 

1 yon 
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« yourſelf properly among us, I adviſe 
« you as a friend. This box of powder, 
<< if ever you want to conceal yourſelf, 
« will effectually do it; after rubbing 
it upon your face, it will be impoſſible 
* for you to be known; but at the ſame 
« time reflect upon the peace and in- 
„ nocence of a monaſtick life. I will 
% converſe further with you, my daugh- 
* * ter, in three wal of 


0 Two days- e and, on the 
% evening of the ſecond, I heard a great 


< buſtle. Upon inquiring the cauſe, 


„ they told me that the abbeſs was taken 
extremely ill, and they were afraid 
te the was dying. In a moment I de- 


ec termined to leave the convent. Mary, 


< my faithful Mary, I ſent to the man 
% who had been our guide, to defire 
him to procure three horſes, and keep 
& them at his * till we came, which 

7M would 
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« would be ſoon. Mary flew at the 
* joytu] news, being quite as fick of a 
« convent as I was. We got on our 
© riding-ſuits, and. as we went ſoftly 
« towards the lodge heard great la- 
© mentations for the death of the good 
* abbeſs. I had put up and: concealed 
&< my jewels, and paſſed without ob- 
<< ſervation to the lodge. It began to 
« grow dark, and I deſired the portreſs 
© to let us paſs, for that we were not 
* nuns but boarders. She could not; 
J inſiſted. upon paſſing. - She had no 
« orders concerning it, but would con- 
4 ſult ſiſter Anne. I chinked three or 
“ four pieces of gold in my hand, and put. 
ec them into hers. The oe fell to the 
« ground; Mary picked them up, 
60 opened the gate, and no more words 
4 paſſed. We ran to our guide, who 
4 was gone to hire the horſes. After. 


« having waited with extreme impa- 
9 OR =; | | | & tlence. 
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ce tience for half an hour, he arrived; 
„the horſes ſeemed to be ſorry hacks; 
ce but the man they belonged to aſſured 
him, that they would travel for ever 
ic if he gave them time. He aſked 
% what road; I ſaid, ſouth. We tra- 
« velled till five next morning, when 
J alighted,, and with Mary's aſſiſt- 
** ance coloured my face. In three or 
« four days we arrived within twelve 
« miles of Coventry ; ; and ſeeing a 
« fine old houſe at a ſmall diſtance 
«6 from the road in a delightful ſitua- 
« tion, we {topped ; and I told a woman 
ce who appeared to be the miſtreſs of 
« it, that I came out of the North for 
© my health, and ſhould be glad if I 
* could have apartments, as I liked the 
« air and ſituation. It was inhabited 
£ by a farmer and his wife, who ſaid 

« there was plenty of room and old ful 
* niture. I agreed with them; they 
« hired 
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90 hired me a cook, and were to let me 
<« have every thing 1 n. that the 
* * farm ee * 


„ ex now wrote to fir William Co- 
e niers and his lady, to whom I ſent 
e my jewels-by the guide, to turn them 
ce into money; to ſend me books, or 
* any thing elſe that I might want, once 
« a year; and we were to correſpond 
« ag often as poſſible. The farmer and 
e his wife ſeemed good kind of people, 
<« and I paſſed my time in their houſe 
te very happily, What tended to pro- 
© mote my felicity was, my being al- 
e ways alive to the beauties of nature; 

the froſts, the ſnows, the refreſhing 
e breezes of ſpring, the full ſummer and 
“ plenteous autumn, had each their 
ce ſeveral beauties. The farm- yard 
5 ſcenery was alſo a conſtant ſource of 
7" amuſement and reflection; and 1 

e « taught 
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« taught my good farmer and his wife 
« many things that I had obſerved at 
« Thrapſton, and with which they were 
* Were 1662 gc 


j « Sitting one evening in the Gothic 
„ porch; I aſked my hoſteſs, to whom 


« that houſe formerly belonged. She did 


not know, but her huſband did. He 
ee came in, ſaid, that he had heard a 
long ſtory concerning it, and would 


e rub up his memory to tell me. If. 


_ * the buſineſs of the day is over, Mr. 


into my apartment, and eat a bit of 


« ſupper ? It will give me pleaſure, and 
then you can tell me the hiſtory of 
this houſe.” —He would go with me 
* then. As we went along the paſſage, 
ee he ſaid, * Theſe arms belonged to 
<« one of the owners.” — Theſe,” I faid, 


© are the arms of William de la Pole, 
| duke 
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** duke of Suffolk, and thoſe belong to 
6 2 the family of Haſtings.” “ I think 
« your gueſs mult be right, madam, as 
55 « you ſhall hear by and by.” When 
* we got into my apartment, Ah,” 
* ſaid he, I have heard my grandfa. 
| £ ther ſay, that theſe: were the rooms of 


. ſtate, for he was houſe-ſteward here.” 


« Then ſitting down, rubbing his fore. 
« head with his left hand, and drawing 
his right once or twice acroſs. his 
by mouth, he. dun 3 | 


6 1 ” ain heart . os. this bs | 


te was built by William de la Pole, duke 
„of Suffolk, and that he was a great 
* favourite of a queen whoſe name 
« was Margaret. She was not a very 
© good one, but, like all. the reſt of 
4 the 3 quite the other way; and 
& moreover it is ſaid, that ſhe was fond 
of the duke in no very honeſt man- 
ner; 


et 


00 
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« ner; but that is neither here nor 
« there as to my hiſtory.— Well, how 
„it came out of his hands I don't 
« know, though ſome ſay he did not - 
« come by his death fairly. The next 
« who was maſter was a lord Haſtings, 
« who was cut off too; it then came to 
his kinſwoman, who lived here very 
« private; for her huſband, fir Thomas 
« Grey, loſt his life at Boſworth Field, 
c which place I know juſt as well as 
« do this, having a ſiſter living in 
« Boſworth town at this preſent time. 
„This lady Grey had a daughter, a 
„little child at that time, and my 
4 grandfather c: came here a | little boy 3 as 


„page.. 
Supper coming in, That's well,” 
he ſaid; for ſomehow or other, 
e madam; my memory is rather muddy 
« to-night 3 ; but 1 hope your good 

« cheer 


- 
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Co cheer will brighten, me up a lit- 
ce tle. 29.5 . frequently recommended 
the "wha to him, and after ſup. 


— 5 per a glaſs. or two of ſack; but 


tc he was now. inclined to forget his 
« ſtory, when his wife reminded him of 
cc it. —* Well, I ns: madam, I left 
« off at the page.” I nodded. . Well 
« then, this lady Grey? 8 daughter was 
6c W faireſt creature that ever was 

and had wooers from all parts 
Let 4 country. Now ſhe did not 


fancy any one of them at all, only a 


« young knight of the name of —l« 
% me ſee,” . Why; Chaloner,” ſaid his 
cc wife. Aye, Aye, fir Edward Cha. 


„ loner. This gentleman was her fa- 


< yourite, which put all the reſt to their 
wits end, except another young gen. 


„ tleman, a-knight too, and bis ane 


& vas hat a head L have 
« wee eee ; faidhiswife. 
& Arc 
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c Are you ſure of that, my dear?” ſaid 

ce the farmer; for I ſhould not like 
ce to be out. To be ſure I am, my 
ce dear, ſaid his wife; have not I 
ce heard you tell it, and tell it a hundred 
<« times a year? but you are a bitter bad 


e one at people's names.” “ Well, ſir 


„ William ſwore that ſhe ſhould not 


_ © marry any body but himſelf ; that if 


* any one dared make up to her in 
ee the way of marriage, he would have 
ce his heart's blood. At laſt they 
“ met in a park cloſe by Deerhurſt 
« wood, and there they fought, and 
ce there they were found dead by the 


“young lady and her mother, who 


ec had been fitting in a bower in the 
« wood. They found them juſt as they 
“had killed each other, and ſo the ſweet 


cc young lady went mad, and was mad 


« for a great many years. At laſt, one 


* a" ſhe got out, thinking nobody ſaw 


ce her, 
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« her, ran to the place where the young 
8 knight had been killed, and jumped 
ce into the lake hard by. My grand- 
e father was the only perſon who ſaw 
© her go in, and, though at ſome diſ- 
ec tance, made all the haſte he could; 
ce he pulled her out, brought her ie 
here they took great care of her, 
« and in three or four days ſhe was juſt 
« as much in her ſenſes as I am. She 
« lived ſome years after, though very 
© melancholy; never was ſeen to be 
e merry, but made her will, and left this 
_ © eſtate to ſir Edward Chaloner's bro- 
ee ther, and it now belongs to his grand- 
« ſon. But the young lady, when ſhe 
did get her wits, had never the heart 
eto marry. Her tomb is now in our 
church; and if you pleaſe, I will to- 
ee morrow ſhew you the place where the 
8 — Jung 5 _ 2 ae 


r 


rod . 5 e The 
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ee The next day, being Sunday, I 
« walked with Mr. Wright to the fpot 
« where the knights fought and fell, 
ec and ſaw the wood where the heireſs 
« of Grey had been walking with her 
c mother, the circle of trees which com- 
ee poſed the bower, and the lake into 
ce which ſhe plunged. I went to the 
te church, and ſaw the tomb of © Blanch 
« Grey, who departed this life in the 
« ſixty-third year of her age.” If her 
head and heart were as much affected 
«as had been repreſented, ſhe muſt 
ce have ſpent many miſerable years. 


ce Tt was a great amuſement to me to 
ec ramble about this ſpot. The wood and 
te the lake render it intereſting. The 
ce wood was very old, and many of the 
« trees pictureſque. It had been much 
©, neglected, which rather increaſed than 
cc lefſene@ the beauty of the ſcene, and 
« added much to the ſolemnity: two 
W * young 
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« young men dying upon the fpot, a 
« beautiful woman frantic for the loſs. 
« of one of them, and the hoſpitable old 
de manſion, inſtead of reſounding with 
te the cheering ſong of the minſtrel, 
< ſilent, except when broken upon by 
© the long-drawn figh and. plaintive 
_ «© voice of the lovely Maria's mother. 


«© Fn ſcenes like theſe, how often have 
« ] wiſhed for the talents of the poet 
t c and painter, added to the wild genius 
e of Lawes to compoſe melodies, that 
e might record the melancholy tale 


e When ] had refided with the good 
ec farmer and his wife three years, I 
, found that Mary had got a lover, but 
te would not marry without my appro- 
c bation. I could urge nothing againft 
« it, Farmer Hawthorn ſeemed to be 
te an honeſt _ and I gave them ſome 

er money, 
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© money, with which they purchaſed 


ce the little White Cottage. The fitua- 
« tion pleaſed me, and I thought it would 
« be an amuſement to repair and im- 
te prove it. I have now lived many 
« years a ſolitary being. Books, and 


« many other things, I have conſtantly 


« received from my friends the Coniers ; 
© our friendſhip will, J hope, ever re- 
« main, and yet we may never meet 
« here, The death of Mrs. Hawthorn 


« was à ſevere loſs; but my affection 


« for her I endeavoured to transfer to 
ce her children, and have given them 
66 ſome uſeful knowledge. 


3 My will is incloſed in a ſmall ca- 
« binet, with a letter to ſir William 
« Coniers, and directions to the farmer 


© to convey thoſe papers and wy will to 


« him. 
(Signed) 


« MATILDA DEVEREUX, 


«93 _ | 


174} 
1 if 1 
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e Written by. lady Matilda Devereux 
ec after ſhe went to Coombe Abbey. 


So ſoon as my joy will permit, my 
et dear lady Harrington, I take up my 
te pen to Write what I ſhould be pre- 

45 vented from ſaying, by an odd kind 
* of choaking in the throat, which is 
< very apt to ſpoil my eloquence ; ; this, 
* however, will I hope prove to you, 
te that notwithſtanding youth has long 

« ſince left me, the buffets of the world 


e have not blunted my feelings. 
« Had I not been diſcovered by you, 
« I ſhould ſoon have left my little habi- 
e ration. My friends fir William and 
% lady Coniers are now in Ireland, in- 
ie ſpecting their property, and viſiting 
« their friends. When he had heard of 
ce the death of lord Montacute, he would 


cc have come for .me himſelf. I muſt 
« leave 
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leave you, my dear lady Harrington, 
« but will take part of your OE as 
« hoſtages for my return. 

6 Adieu, 
« MAT ILIDA DEVEREVUx.“ 


« So ends the hiſtory of lady Matilda 

« Devereux !” ſaid captain Harrington, 
as he laid the manuſcript upon the table; 
* and I hope we "ſhall ſoon ſee her 
again.“ — «I hope fo,” ſaid lady 
Harrington ; ee but if they ſhould not 
ce return in a few weeks, and you ſhall 
« be ſufficiently recovered, Elizabeth, 
e J think to join them in London.“ 
«The beſt ſcheme in the world,” faid 
the captain ; © and as my ſiſter has only 
t one, two, three, not more, however, 
« than eight or nine beautiful marks 
« upon her face, I think ſhe would have 
c no objeftion.” —<© But I think, Mr. 
« Captain,” ſaid Elizabeth, © that your 
9 cc ſuperiors 
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« ſuperiors ought to be conſulted be- 
« fore this ſcheme is put into execu- 
* tion.” —© Oh,” replied he, © I ſhall 
* conſult my colonel this very after- 
«« noon, by writing a letter and ſending 
« it poſt,” | | 


In a few days a meſſenger arrived, 
and brought word, that lady Matilda 
would be obliged to go into Suſſex, to 
take poſſeſſion of her houſe and eſtate, 
late the prope * of lord Montaeute. 


In the evening came farmer Haw- 
thorn to inform them, that a gentleman 
was come to inquire after the perſon 
whom they now called lady Matilda 
Devereux ; that he did not know which 
way ſhe was gone, though his daugh- 
ter Jenny ſaid ſhe was gone for London; 
and that the gentleman ſaid his name 
was Coniers. Fly, John,” ſaid lady 


Harrington, © and bring him to us,” 
In 


ww 
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In half an hour the captain returned and 
introduced ſir William Coniers, who 


was received with great pleaſure by 0 


lady Harrington. The ſtory of the 
witch was circumſtantially related; and 


he informed them, that previous to his 


going to Ireland he had many ſerious 
converſations with lord Montacute ; 
that he had within the laſt ten years loſt 

his two ſons, who both died unmarried,, 
and on that account lady Matilda was his 
natural heir; that fir William ſaw lord 
Montacute began to relent towards 
lady Matilda, and to feel that ſhe was 


his relation. In that ſtate, therefore, he 


thought it much better to ſooth him; 
and he ſo far got the aſcendancy, as to 
perſuade him to go to the church where 


her mother was buried. There read- 


ing the inſcription upon the monument, 


ſeeing upon it theſe words, . Cut off at 


te the age of eighteen,” and then, 
K 4. te leaving. 
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te leaving an infant daughter to bewail 
de hex loss, it i ſeemed to touch him 
nearly. Sir William then had the 
coffin opened, and the parchment which 
fir John Markham depoſited there 
read, which proved too much for the 
old lord's feelings. © He cried like a 
child ; in which frame of mind fir Wil- 
lam left him, and ſet out with his 
family for Ireland. On his return he 
met a meſſenger, who informed him of 
lord Montacute's death. Lady Coniers 
and her family were gone forward to 
Suſſex, and fir Wiliam had come to 
Coombe in ſearch of lady Matilda, who, 
he was happy to find, had ſo many good 
friends about her, and that ſhe was 
gone to take poſſeſſion of her fortune, 


The next morning he took a view 
of the White en _ 8 


ne Coniers. | 
Lady 


% 
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Lady Harrington in a few weeks ſet 
out for London ; but finding the party 
had left it, they followed them into 
Suſſex, and reached the noble old man- 
fion of the Brownes, of which lady Ma- 
tilda was now miſtreſs, and were re- 
ceived by her with all the joy that 


” friendſhip could inſpire. 


Lady er one day id to her 
friend, « I wiſh, my dear lady Matilda, 
« that this whimſical old lord had not 
« left you this magnificent place, for 
« then we might have had ſome chance 
« of your living with us at the Abbey.“ 

* | ſhould have been extremely happy 


ce with you,” returned lady Matilda; 


ce but as the man did take the whim 
ce into his head, I will certainly end my 
« days here. This ſpot, my dear friend, 
<« was the birth-place of my anceſtors. 
« My grandfather, I have heard, was a 


very gallant ſea- officer, who fought 
and died nobly in defence of his 


: £0 5 — 
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« country. His memory will always 
« be particularly dear to me, becauſe 
<« he was loyal, brave, and poor; and I 
< am aſſured that he was providentially 
ec Jaid upon the bed of honour (he died 
« with his ſword in his hand, which is 
& certainly honourable), when I reflect 
« what a high-ſpirited man muſt feel 
« at being neglected by his relations for 
de marrying a woman of ſmall fortune, 
d when his own was not larger. With 
ic my mother's ſtory you are well ac- 
« quainted ; and happy was it for her 
that the left this troubleſome world 
« ſo young; for why ſhould we be 
« afraid of dying, *«* ſeeing that death, 
« a neceſfary end, will come when it 
« will come?” and here, my dear lady 
e Harrington, I intend my old bones 
4 ſhall lie. Your charming family, the 
« Coniers, and as many as I can enjoy, 
« J will ſee; but I hate the flattery of 
ec unmeaning people, and do not like to 
« be 
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« he perpetually in company. No, 5 


* the remainder of my life ſhall be 
« ſpent in what I call an elegant retire- 
« ment. To-morrow I will ſettle my 
« affairs with you, then all my other 
« worldly. concerns, and I ſhall after- 
« wards have nothing to do but to pre- 
« pare myſelf for a better world, exer- 


ec ciſe my benevolence among my poor 


ee neighbours, and amuſe myſelf in my 


c own way, for I am. now old and too 


« obſtinate to be put out of it, Simple 


« amuſements and ſimple pleaſures are 


ce the joy of our childhood, and the 
« comfort of declining age. My farm 
and my garden are objects which will 
© take up much: of my leiſure in the fine 
« ſeaſon;. and! I truſt my library and 
« work will. employ me in bad weather. 
« Thus I intend' to divide my time, till 


«© amuſement and life ſhall end together.“ 


K. 6 The 
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The next day lady Matilda was re- 
ſolved to ſettle her family affairs, and 


lady Harrington gave her up the title- 


deeds of her eftate. *© Theſe, ” the 


Maid, taking them, „ ſhall go to that 


© good man, my father's relation, Mr. 
te Devereux; I have more from lord 
te Montacute than I can ſpend. Do not 
te give me any money, lady Harrington, 
te for I am well aſſured of your having 
« been a faithful ſteward, and will take 
« no account of it; but requeſt it as a 


« fayour, that you will give it to your 


te daughters, as a proof of my friend- 
« ſhip to their mother. My dear 
bare what a 
ce ſum you have to receive.” — "aj Give 
ce it to your daughters, my dear lady 
« Harrington; and if it were three 
« times as much, I ſhould rejoice : as 


é they are upon the eve of marriage, 


cc 28 me to add it to their for- 
EL tunes. x 


« 80 
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ce So ſoon as we arrive at the Abbey, 
ce lady Matilda, the weddings will take 
« place; and nothing could make me fo 
ce happy as your accompanying us.” — 
ce Tf I can add to your happineſs, it muſt 
te give me n therefore 1 attend 
ce you.“ 


They departed br the Abbey, ac- 
companied by lady Liſle and her daugh- 
ter, colonel Vere, and fir Henry 
Wingfield. 


Bridget was determined, the day 
after their arrival, to ſtep to farmer 
Hawthorn's, and carry a letter from his 
daughter, whom lady Matilda had left 
ill in Suſſex. She had not got two 
hundred yards on her way through the 
park when ſhe met with the head keeper. 

« Ah, Mr. Jones! how do you do? 
e You know, Mr, Jones, that every 


© body is 72 into the world except 


cc We: and I,” = © What, is the old wo- 


* man, 


» 
* 


* 
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« man, the lady I mean, that lived in the 
« White Cottage, going to marry ?” — 
«« Bleſs your heart, no,” ſaid . 3 
« but all our young gentry are, except 
* the captain. Well, we ſhall have fine 
4 triumphing and frying of bread. As 
« for myſelf, I ſhall give up being wait- 
es ing-gentlewoman,, and live upon my 
% means; for by good houſewifery I 
« have picked up enough to keep me 
« comfortably as long as I live.” — 
 « Poh, never give it up; why, you look. 
© now as fit for your place as ever you 
did, and in my mind as freſh as ever.“ 
A boy came vp, and was telling the 
| keeper that he had marked off the fawns. 
« Well, child,“ faid Bridget, and 
e what if you have? You ſhould never 
« diſturb your maſter when he is buſy.” 
* Why, he ted me to come,” ſaid 
the boy, when I had marked them 
te that was to live; or how ſhould we 
„* know when we be right?“ — © Go, 


« | ad the keeper «] will give 
1 wa Oy” « farther 
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« farther orders by and by.” — It is 
« yery lonely walking acroſs the * 
ſaid Bridget; © theſe great trees look ſo 
© melancholy to me who have been in 
London; but I muſt go and carry 
« farmer Hawthorn a letter from his. 
« daughter Sally.” — © How does that 
« pretty cherry- cheeked girl do? 
« Why, ſhe has not one farthing's worth 
« of beauty about her.“ - Well,” he 
« ſaid, © there may be others as clever 
« as ſhe ; nay, I know thoſe that I ſhould 
© like better in the way of marriage; 
but ſhe is a ſmart laſs for all that.” — 
« Yes, but you can't think what an ex- 
« cellent place ſhe has with lady Ma- 
« tilda, Sally would not leave her to 
te be a queen.” — © She won't have the 
trial of that, Mrs. Bridget; but if 
« you are ſo melancholy, ſhall I walk 
te with you? — © Yes, if you Pleaſs; 
« for "tis very loneſome going by one's 


« ſelf, 
The 


208 THE WITCH, AND THE 


The farmer gave them ſome cakes and 

a jug of ale, and they ſet out on their 
way home in good ſpirits. ce J have a 
ce thought juſt come into my head,” ſaid 
the keeper, I think you and I would 
« make an excellent match; if the rich 
« folks marry, why may not poor ones? 
| — Not ſo poor neither,” ſaid Bridget. 
He did notſuppoſe ſhe was; but they could 

not put themſelves upon a par with lords 
and ladies. — No, no, to be ſure. = He 


had bought a little place worth five 
pounds a year, from the ſavings of a good 


many years hard labour; yet he was 
young enough and ſtrong enough to be 
keeper twenty or thirty years longer; 


. aye, or forty ; indeed, he could not ſay 
how long, for he felt himſelf quite bale 


and hearty. **Now what do you ſay to it? 
te come, don't be long conſidering; for 
cc once before, fifteen years ago, a 
ce wife ſlipped through my fingers when 
thought myſelf ſure . of her.“ 
Ah!“ faid Bridget, © how was it?“ — 
33 
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«© Why, when the day came, which ſhe 
ce had appointed herſelf, I put on my beſt 
ce clothes, with the ring and every thing 
© in my pocket, and walked four miles 
** to her father's houſe ; but on my go- 
« ing up to her, ſhe looked at me as 
* grim as a cat, and told me that I was 
ce too late, for ſhe had married a gentle- 
te man's butler.“ And what did you 
« dof” Why, I went into a mortal 
te paſſion ; the houſe was full of folks, 
ce and they all laughed; however, I al- 
ce moſt broke his bones, (the fellow that 
« married her I mean, ) came home with 
« my clothes ſpoiled, and went to bed, 
ce where I lay three or four days ſulky. 
« At laſt I got the better of it, and 
« whiſtled and went about my bulineſs 
ce as uſual ; but I could not get it out of 
« my head for a long time.” — © It 
te muſt be a ſad thing to be croſſed in 
&« love,” ſaid Bridget. Aye, he ſaid, 
ſo it muſt; but this could not be called 
| 7 croſſed 


| 
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croſſed in love, it was only croſſed in 


marriage, for ſufe enough if the girl had 


died with a broken heart he muſt have 


died too; as it was, he was only in a 


paſſion, and could have flayed them all 


alive. After a great deal of converſation 


concerning the ſettlement of their goods, 
they agreed to marry, and to have every 
thing written down in Slack and white. 


Ig the evening, Bridget communicat- 
ed this momentous affair to her young 


ladies, who had no objection, and pro- 
miſed her their patronage. She then 


talked of having every thing ſettled un- 
der his hand upon paper, or no going 
to chureh for her; /afe bind ſafe find, and 
both gentle and ſimple ſhould make the 
beſt bargain they could. Why, you 


« talk of bargaining,” ſaid Matilda, 


« as if you were buying and felling ſheep, 
« and not as if you were to paſs your 


ce life with a faithful friend.” — As to 


mos the had heard that folks were not 
| always 
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always friends when they had married; 
and as for being faithful, ſhe would truſt 
a dog for that before any man in Eng- 
land. She then confeſſed that ſhe was 
forty-nine laſt April; but ſhe ſhould 
not care who knew her age when once 
ſhe was ſafe in the park- houſe. She 
then left the room in perfect good-hu- 
mour with herſelf and all the world. 


Happy creatures that we are!“ 
faid Miſs Harrington. Bridget's con- 
« ſequence has ever appeared to me to 
te ariſe from her looking ten years 
ee younger than ſhe really is.“ — © It 
« matters not,” replied her ſiſters ; ©* for 
e mankind in general are a vain-glo- 
te rious race; and if a ducheſs be fond 
« of her elegant form, why ſhould not 
te Bridget pique herſelf upon her ſtrong 
te white teeth, and her round plump 
« Jovial-looking face? Is it not as 
natural and quite as ſenſible? We 
t are a alike, my dear ſiſter, however 
1 different 
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« different our ſituations in life; and we 
« have all ſomething to wiſh for, ſome- 
6. thing werks proud of, and * 
«to regret.” | 

5 And what have you to regret ?” ſaid 
Matilda. The dear «delightful days 
ct Of childhood, which 7 hope at the ſame 
« time may never return; but I will not 
66: nadlei gate evils, and ſo, 899d night * 


7 * 


The . at laſt ſent down the ſer- 
tements, which were ſigned, ſealed, and 
delivered, in due form. Mrs. Bridget's 
were ſigned in her way; ſhe received 
the old wardrobe, a cow to keep in the 
park, and many other preſents, which 
were very agreeable to her. 


- They all went to the pariſh church, 
where the ceremony was performed by 
the good Mr. Butler. Lord Harrington 


gave away his ſon and his daughters. The 
| captain 
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captain preſented Mrs. Bridget to Mr. 
Jones the park-keeper, Great hoſpitality 
and good. humour reigned at the Abbey 
for ſome time, after which lady Matilda 
went to her old manſion in Suſſex, to 
gladden the poor; lady Liſle, with her 
ſon and daughter, to her jointure- houſe; 
colonel Vere and his bride to lord Ox- 
ford's; and fir Henry Wingfield carried 
the elegant Matilda to his ſeat in Suffolk. 
Lord and lady Harrington remained 
quietly at the Abbey, diffuſing bleſſings 
around them; the captain was occafion- 
ally with them and with his regiment. | 


Hiſtory furches' informs us, that the 
above-mentioned perſonages were as 
happy as it is poſſible for human crea- 
tures to be; that they gradually ſunk 
into their peaceful graves; and, as is 
generally the caſe, many of their great - 
grandſons and great-grand- daughters are 
living at this day. 


ö 


THE AUTHOR's. APOLOGY. 


I aw under terrible apprehenfions, 
courteous and indulgent Reader, that 
you are not pleaſed with my work on 

many accounts. 


\ 


F irſt, it contains, I am afraid, too 
many ſerious common · place reflec- 


tions. 


Secondly, the horribly FEY is not 
ſufficiently worked up to make your 
hair ſtand on end, your fleſh: creep upon 
your bones, or your eye-balls ſtart from 
their ſockets ; all which, I ſuppoſe, are 
very agreeable ſenſations; I ſuppoſe 
this, I fay, becauſe I never had the feli- 


city af * them. 
Thirdly, 


* 1 

Thirdly, I am apprehenſive that there 
is not love enough; ſuch as converſa- 
tions upon that ſubject which might 
enliven or depreſs the ſpirits for four 
or five hundred pages together, and at 
laſt leave the fair tender-hearted reader 
in tears. If I could have ſucceeded in 
the pathetic, however fertile my imagi- 
nation and tender my. feelings may be, 
yet I never could have written them ; 
for know, gentle compaſſionate Lady, 
that 1 wear ſpectacles. I muſt have 
taken them off, pulled my eambric 
handkerchief out of my pocket, and 
wiped the tears from them every two 
minutes. Under ſuch circumſtances, 


the work would never. have been ac- 
"OI 


Fourthly, if I had ever ſeen a ghoſt, 
or any thing like one, you ſhould have 
had it, But not having a proper idea 

8 5 of 


1 


of obe, Ton have made, at beſt, but 
an nen thing of 1 =. 


fective, a as. 25 have contrived no way in 
the world to marry. lady Matilda Deve- 
reux and captain Harrington. In regard 
to the lady, it way e my own fault, 
being extremely Partial to unmarried 
ladies, and knowing ſeveral at this time 
Who are the moſt amiable women in the 
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As to captain Harrington; k he elated 
publicly to all the world at the tourna- 
ment, that Glory was his miſtreſs. It 
would, therefore, ill have become me 
even to have wiſhed that a gallant ſoldier 
ſhould forfeit his honour by ſoliciting 
the fair hand of the faireſt lady that ever 
lived in the fineſt country in Europe, 


1 41 4 * . 7 
, ö 7 , 
— * 5 
” - & 
* 4 
5 N D. 
4 
_ o 
1 


